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E have at laſt publiſh'd what has been lang deſir d, and in- 
VV deed tos long wanted, to wipe off the"Reproach of an infa- 
mous Story; by which a malicious Sett of Men had impet d upon 
" theWorld, with intolerable Injuſtice, and no leſs Confidence. 
Tis indeed to be wiſh'd, theſe Papers could have bern ſent to the 
Preſs before ; the ſooner they had come forth, the more ſeaſonable 


they had been: but ſeveral Perſons ſeeming eguallh concern d in this 
Vindication, and no one in particular thinking himſelf oblig d to 


I 


engage alone in the Undertaking; therefore, as it generally bappens, 


"4 was the bufineſi of Many hands, had like to have been done 
„ None. . N 5 4 
Me confeſs, we are juſtly blameable for any neglect of this kind; but 


preſented us; ſince we have not only ſhown our ſelves ſo unwilling 
to retaliate, tho' prova d to it by the utmoſt Injuries and the high- 
eſt Indignities imaginable; but (10 our credit or ſhame, fhall we 
ſpeak it?) we want even neceſſary Zeal inthe defence of a good 
Cauſe, and are often too. backward to juſtifie our ſelves; /o far 
are we from being too forward to perſecute others. This it the 


in the enſaing Relation. 


| hope too, it will admit of ſomeExcuſe ; when it ſhall be fairly confider'd, 
how much eaſie r it is, to invent Scandal, than ta,xepel it; how much 
more rroubleſome and difficult it is, to diſprove #pon Authentick E- 


. 


and Confidence. To get together ſo mam Circumſtantial Infor- 
mations and Certificates of Matters of Fact, ſo many Affidavits 
and Vouchers of the beſt credit, from ſo many different parts of 
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© this at leaſt may be remart d from it, that we cannot be Men oi thoſe: 
violentTempers, and immoderate Principles, our Enemies have re- 


Reaſon that Innocence and Juſtice ſuffer ſo frequently on our fide, * 
whilſt Guilt grows Triumphant on theirs; as will appear too plain 


+ And notwithflandingighis Mort has met with ſome delay, yet we : 
vidence, than only to vouch and aſſert, with a Spirit of Calumny» +» 


the Nation, may very well be conceivd to coſt no ſmall time and 


i * 2 ** 7 
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pains; and yet wit hal, to be indiſpenſably neceſſary in this Vindi- 
cation; confdering the Men we had to deal with who, whenever + 
they are pteſs'd too cloſe with the Truth, Jay bold on any little 
Miſtake and trivial Circumſtance, to Invalidate the N hole, and amũſe 
the Reader upon any. or no occaſion, as it ſhall ſerve their purpoſe, 
with prodigious Outcry and Clamour ; and who, we do not doubt,will 
le ready enough with their frivolous Exceptions and Cavils, upon the 
account of any little Error or Defef of the Preſs ; which we fear may 
be the more, becauſe we are not able to attend it ourſelves, _ 
We are very ſenfible, that ſo many Inſtruments of Orders,Certi- 
ficates and A flidavits, as will frequently occur in the Body of the Book, 
will make the Narrative ſeem dry and tedious ; and that in other 
Places it will appear flat and vulgar, eſpecially inthe Life of the Im- 
poſtor, Abꝛ. Gill, 2 Subject too low indeed and mean of itſelf, lut of 
no mean Conſequence in the Diſcovery it mates: But we were re- 
ſolu'd through the whole, to forbear aggravating and declaming 0 
any point; as their uſual way is; aud rather choſe to keep cloſe » 
to the plain Matter of Fact, and the Words of our Information, 
than to put it into any other Dreſs or Style, how diverting ſoever,that 
might, in the leaſt circumſtance, endanger or prejudice the Truth: 
A Confideration much more to be conſulted in this caſe, than the poor 
Reputation could be got by any pretence to Wit and Droller 7. 
Notwithſtanding this, we may ſtill preſume the Reader will fd 
ſomething worth his time and pains in the Peruſal of theſe Papers. 
The Sequel of the Story will of itſelf ſugge(t to him ſeveral uſeful Re- 
flexions ; which we forbore to enlarge upon, becauſe we might ſpare 
ourſelves the labour of an invidious Undertaking, which we Bow 
would be much better ſupply d, by a plain and naked Diſcovery of the  _ 
Truth; which we leave to ſpeak both for us und itſelf, and to ſhow, © 
the World, in this ene inſtance, what has been prafis'd, perhaps with 
0 leſs Injuſtice andFalſhood, in ſeveral others of the like nature; how 
the cleareſt Innocence may be often overborn with Noile and Num- 


bers, when ſo unhappy as to engage in any Cauſe, tho never ſo juſt, a- 


gaiuſt the Influence of aPublickParty-Purfe,anda hold Combination 
of Bigotted Men; who imagine the Zeal for their Cauſe, ibo ne ver 
ſo unwarrantable, can ſanctiſy the worſt of their own Attions ; whilſt” 
they take care, that the moſt equitable Proceedings, and moſt — * 
8 F 4 7 m1 * 1 
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niſtel Reputations, of all other Perſons who oppoſe them, of wha? 
Kant or Dignity ſoe ver they be, ſhall be traduc d ro the World in a moſt 
Bar barous arbitrary manner. For which purpoſe, they have of late 


made uſe of the ſeurrilous proſtitutePen of an infamous ſtigmatiz'd 
Incendiary, one who lives y Defamat ion, and by writing to the Le- 
vel and Capatity of the Mob, is become a bold impetuous popular 


Demagogue, and the admir'd Oracle of the deluded People; tho of 
_ himſelf bur an illiterate paltry Scribler, and uo ot herwiſe conſiderable, 


than as he is the mercenary miſchievous Tool of the Party who 
employs him, naturally fitted for the ſcandalous Province he has under- 
taken, and an Advocate of equal Ingenuity and Credit, with the 
Cauſe be maintains. © © WO. py 

However, we defire no better Judgment may be made of our Cha- 
ratter, and no worſe of theirs, than what ſhall ariſe from the Truth 
of the Caſe, as we have repreſented ir. Tis their own Challenge, 
and therefore they muſt not be unwilling to ſtand to the Trial; in 


which, we hope, we ſhall appear ta have given both them and the 


World ſufficient Satisfaction, and to have full) and fairly anſwer'd 


them in every point; except in their ſcurrilous Ribaldry, and in a 
piece of Arrogance, 10 leſs unanſwerable ; to wit, their Humble 
Dedication to the Queen, as they call it : Wherein, after ſeveral 
Expoſtulations, Complaints, and Remonſtrances, Solemn Vows 
and Proteſtations for the Equity of their own Proceedings, and 
againſt the Injuſtice of ours, they at laſt moſt preſumptuouſiy addreſs 
and impoſe upon her Majeſty at once, in the Words following, viz. 
Experiment. They, [meaning the Diſſenters] humbly commit them- 
Dedi. p. 3 ſelves and their Cauſe to your Majeſty's Protection, 
imploring your Royal Regard ſo far, and no farther, as every 


Article advanced in their behalf, in this Book | viz. the Experi- 


ment] is poſitively and exactly conformable to Truth, and di- 
rect Meaning; being at all times ready to come forth, and con- 
front, even in your Royal Preſence, all the Allegations to the 


contrary. Having thus (fay they) publickly appeal d toGod, and 


your Majeſty, they can no longer doubt, either of the Bleſſing. 
from above, or the Protection and Aſſiſtance of your Majeſty 
below. Nor, what but the moſt ſeer'd Conſciences, rhe moſt hat- 
dend Impudence, and unparallel & Inſolence of Men, could 70 
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n ale ſuch a Prophane Meckery, 4 ſuch a bold Buffoonry of Heavenly 


and Earthly Majeſty, as to invoke and demand their Juſtice, only to 


ſet forth a licked Lye with che greater Solemnity. > What Friend- 


ſhip at Court, or familiar Acceſs to the Throne, theſe Men either 
have, or would be thought to have, from ſuch Confident Prophaye 
Addreſſes, we know not; in the private Capacity we are in, we are 
neither Maſters of ſo much application. or. aſſurance, as to r 
either ourſelves or our Cauſe to her Majeſty's Cogniſance. But if, 
with the forfeiture of our Reſpect and Duty, we dur/t follow an il/ 
Example, and intrude into her Royal Prefence ; we ſhould defire 
no farther Advantage by it, than that her Majeſty might, from this 
fingle Inſtaace, form a laſting Judgment between, us and our Ad- 


verſaties, to which moſt belongs that Truth and Ingenuity, Sin- 


cerity and Honeſty, Religious Equity, Temper and Moderation, 
they fo much pretend to: Nor ſhould we ever implore Her Royal Re- 


gard and Countenance any farther, than as ſhe ſaw the Members of © 


#. 


her own Church, able to ſurpaſs all their Enemies together, ix; 
any of theſe excellent Virtues we have named. And natwithſlanding 
they aſſert, with ſo much Confidence, the Truth of every Article 
they have advanc'd in their behalf agaiuſt us; yet we crave no other 
Fayour or Mercy, either from our Friends or our Adverſaries, 
than as we ſhall prove every one of thoſe Articles or Allegations, in 
that infamous Libel, 70 be moſtFalſe andScandalous; and that their 


magnify'd Saint, Abz. Gill, is one of the moſt execrable Vil- * 


lains upon Earth. Let them now come forth and confront us, (as 
they promiſed) aud, with any ſhow of Truth, contradiftus, if they can. 
Me cannot yet diſmiſs this P reface, without taking Notice of another 
finiſh'd piece of Impudence in theſe Men; which appears from the 
high Contempt with which they ſe her Majeſty, in the rude and ſaw- 
cy ending of their aforeſaid Dedication, concluding all the Reſpect, 
Duty and Allegiance zhey had for their Gracious Sovereign, only 
with an Are, &c. Iis no difficult matter to tell em what they are, 


fence they ſeem ſo ignorant of themſelves. But we paſs over this; and 


ſo let the whole, both Book and Dedication, be recorded as a land. 


ingTeſtimony of their Reſpect and Duty, Good Manners aud Gratitude 
to the beſt of Queens, from the molt oblig'd of Subjects; to the 
molt indulgent of all Churches and Governments i» Chriſten- 
dom, fromthe moſt undeſerving of Diſſenters, the moſt aſſuming and 
inſolent Sett of Men in the World, TY 


aber e 
. To a late Pamphlet, Entitled, 1 5 
The EXPERIMENT, &c. 


82 time ago, a moſt audacious Pamphlet was publiſh'd, in the Name 


| of the Diſſenters, under the pretence only of ſetting forth the Illegal 
| Arbitrary run of a few particular Members of the Church of 
— England, but defignedly and invidioully levell'd againſt the Church in 
general; as is too notorious from the ſcandalous Libel it ſelf, which in ſeve- 
Tal places treats the whole Body of the Clergy, without any diſtinction or ex- 
ception, with the utmoſt Contempt, the moſt opprobrious Language, and the 
- moſt baſe undeſerved Scandal that ever the worſt of their Enemies laid to 
their Charge, Every where they loudly declaim, and vehemently cry out of 
an high Violation of their Toleration Act, becauſe (as they pretend) the Juſtices 
of the, Peace in the Iſle of Zly, in Conjunction (or Conſpiracy, as they term 
it) with ſome of their Clergy, did, with a violent high Hand, firſt Impriſon, 
and afterwards Impreſs for a Soldier, one Abrabam Gill, an honeſt, ſober, pious, 
Diſſenting Miniſter (if you will believe them) in the ſaid Iſle; and that for 
no other reaſon, but becauſe he was a better Liver, and a better Preacher than 
the Pariſh Rector, or any of the Neighbouring Minifters of the Church. This 
is their pretended Plea, and thus they heavily Arraign theſe Gentlemen in 
Particular, and inveigh againft our Conſtitution in General, for intolerable 
Injury done to this poor Man, as they repreſent him; and for wounding the 
whole Body of the Difſenters,.thro' the Sides of this injur'd Perſon, as they 
highly Complain, or more properly indeed Kemonſtrate to Her Majeſiy (to uſe their 
own words) in their bumble” Dedication to the Queen. In which Dedication they 
with all Confidence aſſert, That this their Difſenting Teacher's principal viſible 
2 was only ſerving God according to his Conſcience , and teaching the ſame to 
otber sn. | Nn 1 | 
Whether this be not a crime, at leaſt in this Man, under our Conftitution, it 
is not a time to examine; but we ſball prove his Crimes to be of another kind; 
ſo many, and of ſuch a nature, as we ſhould be very ſorry to find all Her Ma- 
je/ſty's Proteſtant Diſſenting Subjelts (as they there ſtyle themſelves) of ſuch a Com- 
plexion and Conſcience, as this Perſon will be found to be of, by whom they 
have ſuffered themſelves to be thus publickly repreſented, both to Her Majefty and 
the whole Nation: For in real Truth, this very Abrabam Gill, this Diſſenting 
Teacher, for whoſe ſake they raiſe all * Clamour, was at beſt but a _ 


of a publick Nuſance, by Liſt- 

ing him into the Army. All this our Adverſaries very well knew, but it was 

not their buſineſs (tho the Truth requited it) to diſcover the worſt ſide of 

their Caſe, ſince their intent was only to make it look as foul on ours as they 

could, that they Riege ſave their own Credit, for having ſo long and ſo indu- 
0 


ſtriòufly eſpouſed To ſhameleſs a Cauſe. Therefore they not only conceal the 
exorbitant Villanies of this vile Impoſtor, but moft ſacredly Vouch , and 
ſolemnly Proteft for his entire Innocence, denying even the leaſt ſhadow of 4 
Crime in all his Bebaviour; and ſparing neither Forgery nor Perjury to blacken - 
alt the Gentlemen concern'd againft him, and to aggravate their Actions to the 
very higheft pitch of Injuflice; and then upon imaginary Injuries, of their own 
Invention, according to their uſnal way, they fall into down-right Raving 
| us, accuſe us of moſt barbarous Opprefhon, Cruelty, and Perſecution, a 
ach of all their Natural and Religious Rights, and a Violation of the Laws 
both of God and Man at once: And, as if by this Action we had laid our ſelves 
den to all they could fay againſt us, they from hence take triumphant Occa- 
fron'to acquaint the World, that they had here gain'd an undeniable Inſtance 
of their Shorzeſt Way with the Diſſenters ; and that we had now made it plain, 
how juſtly they had heretofore charg'd us, with Deſigns to bang, bamſb, and de- 

'by the Diſenters, if it tay in dur power, und to reward their Miniſters with the 
Gulhows: und Gullies, 4 t. Upon this retended Advantage they bang out the 
bloody Colours of Church Perſecution in the very entrance of their Book, and 
entitle it at their firſt Publication, The Experiment; or the Sborteſt way with the 
Diſſe mers Exemplified, &c. This indeed was the ſhorteſt way with the Church, 
to wound the whole through a part, and by mifreprefenting the Actions of a 
few, foully to aſperſe and beſpatter all the reſt. Thus becauſe ſome of our Ma- 
giſtrates, out of regard both to Virtue and Religion, and in Obedience both 
to his late and her preſent Majeſty's feveral Proclamations, and ftrift Fnjuntti- 
ons, for reſtraining Vice and Immorality, had put the Laws in Execution 
againft a vicious, prophane Wretch, pretending to Tcreen himſelf from Juftice 
under the name of a Diſſenting Teacher, the Cry muft immediatly go forth againft 
us, of Fire and Faggot, High-Church Popery and Perſecution. _ Becauſe one of 
thoſe Magiſtrates happen'd to be an Eccleſiaſtical Fuſtice, who had, yet the leaſt 
hand in the Action, the whole Fact muſt be principally charg'd upon him, even in 
their Title Page; the Government it ſeif muſt be upbraided and inſulted, for 
having put any of that Order into the Commiſſion for the Peace; the Par- 
liament admoniſh'd to make a Regulation in the Magiſtracy; and an ingeni- 
ous, worthy Dignified Clergy-man, bonour'd beſides with Her Majeſty's Com- 
miſſion, hall be ſtyl'd, in prophane Contempt of all Religion, 4 Man f n 
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ſtauce. Thus we are generally requited for our 
call d Higb-Fliers, and High-Church-men, becauſe we patiently and without Reply 


ay. 


made 4 Magiſtrate, and compar'd, in their way, of Ridicufe and, Hetifion, to 


Hudibras's Cobler, . lee e ey atadct . f 4 

| Nis ſerv'd bis Country in 4 double 

a r Capacity, to Preach and Cobble. LY Reſts LE Lady 
Becauſe two or three Clergy-men more had only done what their Duty obli- 

ged them, in informing againſt an unlawful ſcandalous Conventicle, kept by one 


of the wickedeſt Villains upon Earth, therefore not only they, but the Whole 


Function muft be treated with prodigious Ignominy, and pronounced at one 


breath a pack of Debauchees, Drunkards, Swearers, and Whoremaſters, enough 
of them of ſuch Immoralities to make up an Army, and ſupply the Recruits 


for Flanders. Yet theſe are the Men who can confidently tell Her Majeſty, 
in their modeft Dedication, that they Honour the Church of England, and cover to 
live in Charity, Union and Peace with ber. We confeſs we expect no leſs than 
898 from Men of their Principles; but that a ſaucy infamous Libel, 
ull of monſtrous Calumnies, and lewd Invettives againft the Church and Cler- 
y, ſhould be addreſs'd to the » herſelf, in moſt inſolent, rude Language: 
his indeed was a piece of Afﬀurance that moſt of all ſurprized us. Ga 
Notwithſtanding all this, we ftill fat filent under aur. ſhare of Injury from 
theſe ill Tongues, and tho' we were ſo unjuſtly. revibd, revil'd not again; and 
are now at laſt provok'd to this Reply, beyond Human Forbearance, or Chri- 
ſtian Patience, by a ſecond Publication of what they certainly knew to be notori- 
ouſly Falſe, before their firſt Edition, Nay, not ſatisfied with this, Abrabam Gil 
himſelf, conſeſſed lately to Mr. Haden of Bolton in Lancaſhire, that there was a 
2 amongſt his Friends and Patrons Above, to Abridge their Book to a 
ſmall Penny Pamphlet, the more effectually to diſperſe their Calumnies againft 
the Church, and the farther to ſpread their Poiſon among the Vulgar: And to 
ſhew they wanted no malice, nor any inclination to do us all the miſchief and 
injuſtice they could, tho* the ſecond Edition of their Book was word for word 
the ſame with the firſt, yet they impog'd it upon the World with a new Title, 
no leſs invidious than the other; as if they would have it underſtood, a Second 
Exemplification of their Sborteſt Ny — it, The Modeſty and Sincerity- of 
thoſe worthy Gemlemen, commonly call'd Higb-Churc nde in 4 modern In- 
ature and Charity; 


bear their continual,Calumnies, and are willing to fit down in Peace and Qui- 
etneſs under the worſt: of Injuries. Had we had Men of the leaſt Modelty 
and Sincerity, Truth or Ingenuity, to deal with, we might fairly have expect- 
ed they would have ſaved us the labour, and themſelves the diſgrace, of this 
Anſwer 5 which they had the faireſt opportunity imaginable of doing, ;antl ane 
would think could ſcarce have avoided, or their own Credit and Intereſt, when 
the Biſhop of  Cheſter's Advertiſement. was publiſid in two Gazertes, for a clear 
and ſolemn Conviction of the Truth againſt. them. But inſtead. of making any 
Excuſe for themſelyes, for having been guilty of ſuch unlucky Miſtakes in plain 
Matter of Fatt, they became only more poſitive and Perſevering in their Fault, 
and reſolved to outbrave the Truth, by declaring they would rather believe 
Gilfs Affirmative, than the Biſhop of Cbeſter s Negative, — This gave us ſuf- 
ficient Diſcoutagement to make any further Reply to theſe Men, and for ſome 
time made us wholly lay aſide the thoughts of it; for what Impreſſion could we 
hope to make upon Perſons ſo profeſſediy harden'd againſtithe Truth ? But 
fince we are at laſt pre vailed upon to try their Iagenuity once: more, for the 


fake of Publick Juſtice; more: than our on Vindication, we will go the neateſt 


and moſt effectual way to work we can, to convince them of the Truth, if 
ever it be poſſible, For the Reader muſt not expect, and we believe, will * 
2 deſire 


— 


| . AV f 6 
E Werde ndeſcend to trace them thro all their petty Tricks and De- 
vices, an eply to every idle impertinent Trifle they fake up, to beſpatter 

the Truth, and daſh a little Dirt upon all who ſtand in their way. We paſs 
over all thoſe villano Names they have called us, and leave ſuch Ribaldry to 
the Proſtitute Pens of their own Party ; we forgive them at once all that Storm 
of in Language they. ſo plentifully beſtow upon us, and run the Changes on 
backwards and forwards with incredible odious Impemtinence, thro' every Page 
of their amphlet; and, in ſhort, we will conſult our own Defence, and the 
Truth, bettet than. to contend with them at Weapons we are ſo little us'd to, 
at the expence only of the Reader's Patience, and our own Character. Let 
us therefore proceed to Matter of Fact, and leave the Truth on each fide to 


carry its own Reflection along with it. 
H E firſt Accuſation of note they bring againft us, is, That we have bad 
' the face, as they expreſs it, 10 charge Abraham Gill with Forging tbe Biſhop 
of Cheſter's Orders, tho* we never once attempted to prove it. The Charge we 
confeſs was made againft him, and we thought it had been ſufficiently prov'd; 
but for further ſatisfaction, let us examine the Evidence on each fide. They © 
affirm, p. 4+ That be emer d imo Holy Orders, and was admitted by the preſent (i. e. 
the late) Right Reverend Biſhop of Cheſter. They continue to aſſert, p. 5. That the 
very Original Orders fgn d the Biſhop of Chefter's own Hand, and ſeaPd with bis 
Seal, i left with 1be Vouchers of ibis borrid Tranſa#ion, at Mr. John Skey's, 4 Jo- 
bacconiſt in Queen-hith ; where all the World ( ſay they) Friends or Enemies, are 
promiſed a free and uninterrupted Opportunity io ſee them, and detect tbe Forgeries, if 
they are to be found. And to back this bold Appeal, they tell us in the very next 
Paragraph, That Eternally to ſtop the Mouth of the moſt prepo eſsd Malice, 4 Clerp y- 
man of our own Church is to be found, honeſt enough to do Fuſtice to au injured Man, 
and give a ſanction to the Truth, who was Ordain'd bimſelf with Gill, and bas boneſt] 
Sworn it ; which — my ( lay they) i left alſo with the reſt of the Vouchers at the ; 
place aforeſaid. Thus we have given the Strength of their Evidence in their 
own Words, to ſhew them the greater Reſpect: And to treat them ftill more 
. civilly, we will begin to anſwer them in their own method; and ſince they are 
3 for Appeals, and the publick Judgment of the World, we alſo appeal to all Men 
| of common Senſe, Ingenuity and Learning, (for a ſmall ſhare of any will do) 
| who have had the curioſity to view that Inſtrument of orders they left at Foby 
Skey's, whether it does not bear the undeniable Self-evident Marks of Forgery 
almoſt in every Line? And whether there is any Impreſſion upon the Seal that 
carries the leaſt Sign of the true One? Nay, we Appeal to the Conſcience of 
any honeſt Diſſenting Teacher, who can read Latin, whether all this which we 
now Remark, be not directly Truth? But after all, we cannot imagine how 
Gilfs Iuſtrument of Priefts Orders came to be lodg'd. at Joby Skey's, unleſs they 
can ſuppoſe that the Biſhop of Cheſter gave two Inftruments for one 0rdination 3 
for Gill and his Friends very well knew, that he firſt exhibited his Prieft's Or- 
ders under the Hand and Seal of the Biſhop of Chefter, at the Confiſtorial Court of 
Norwich, where they were then detected to be Falſe, and never came into Gil's 
Hands, or any of his Friends fince. We Append to the Chancellor, and the reft 
of the Court of Norwich, concern'd in detecting that Forgery, whether this be 
not true. We Appeal alſo to the Biſbop of Norwich (now of Ely ) whether he 
(the Biſhop) had not that Forged Inſtrument of Orders in his own Hands, ſent 
them to his Brother of Cheſter, who return'd them back with ſome of the moft 
apparent Marks of Falfification upon them, as will be ſeen by the orders ibem- 
ſelves, and the Letter thereunto annex d. n 5 
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A Copy of thoſe ORDERS forg'd by Abrabam Gil, and Exhibited. at 
Norwich, © | | 


78 Enore praſentium Nicolaus permiſſione Diving Ceſtrienſis Epiſcopus Notum fecimus 

Duiverſis quod die dominico feſto trinitatis, vix. Septimo die menſis Funii Anno 
Dui Milleſſtmo Sexcemeſſimo nonageſſimo tertio & noſtre conſecra Anno quarto in Ec- 
cleſid noſtrs Cathedral Ceſtriæ infra Civitat Ceſtr* nos ſacros ordines Dei omnipotent. 
praſidio Celebrant. - DileFum nobis in Chriſto Abrahamum Gill Magiſt. Art. de vita 
ſua laudabili © moribus nobis Commendar” ac in dotrina & Scientia per nos & Examina- 
tores noſtros approbatum ( praſtito permitius per eum juramem de renunciando omni © om- 
nimode jurisdictioni poteſtati & autoritati forinſec. ac de fide © Allegiemia regi præ- 
ſtand. Subſcriprisqz.per eum Articulis tribus in triceſſimo ſexto canone eccleſie Anglicane 
contents Ad Sacros-ſan&* Presbyterat' ordin juxta morem & ritam eccleſiæ Anglicanæ in 
ea parte ſalubriter Editum © ordinatum Admifimu ipſumq; in Presbyterum & miniſtr 
verbi Dei rite & canonice Ordinauimus in cuju rei teſtimonium ſigillum noſtrum Epi le 
præſentibus apponi fecimu. Datis octavo die menſis Funii prad Anni: Domini & conſe - 


crationis noſtræ pred”. oY a 
Ni: Ceſtrienſis. 


The Biſhop of Cbeſter's LET TER to the Biſhop of Normich.. 


My Lord | . 
Amer Gill was not 0rdained by me, either Prieſt or Deacon : I bave carefully ex- 
42 amined my Ordination-Regiſter, and find no ſuch name as Gill there, nor ary name 

IRC 1. = , | 


þ Beſides, there are many things in the forg'd Inſtrument thas plainly diſcover the Impo- 
ure; As | 1 
1. Notum fecimus for facimus. 
2. Feſto Trininatis viz. ſeptimo die menſis Funii 1693. 
W Sunday, in the year 1693, fell not on the 7th, but] the 1ſt 
3. The words Milleſſimo Sexcenteſſimo, are written with a double . 
4. Allegientia for Allegiamia. 
5. Regi praſtand, without Regina; whereas Queen Mary was alive in 1693, 
6G, Sacros-ſaut. | , | 4 
7. Ni Ceſtrienſis. 1 never put an (i) after (N) nor (i) at the end of c. 
ftriens; but ſubſcribe my Name thus, : 1 
. | N. Ceſtriens. 


8. The Impreſſion o the 400 fe obfeare that 1 know not what to make of it ; but 
2 will be aſſured tbat 1 is not mine, if you compare ii with tbar 

which I have bere ſem 75 | 
I bope your Lordſhip bas ſecured the Raſcal, and will make bim 4 Publick Example. 


I am WP A 
| 4 My LORD, _ 
Cheſter Aug. 19. Your Lordſhip's Aﬀe&tonate Brother, 


792, A e and humble Servant, 


MN. Ceſtriens. 
Nou 


(65 
left at Folm Sheys, in which they publickly expole themſelves to the World, 


A Copy of Abraham Gill's Orders left at Foy Skeys. 


Tur. præſentium nos Nicolaus permiſſio ne Divina Ceſtrienſis Epiſt. notum fecimm u- 
niverſis quod die dominico fefto trinitat. (v.) ſeptimo die menſis Funii Anno Dom. 
milleſſhmo Sexcenteſſimo nonageſſimo primo in Eccleſia noftrs Cathedral Ceſtriæ intra Ce- 
ſtriæ nos ſacras ordines Dei omnipotent. preſidio ce le brant. dilect. nobis in Chriſto Abra - 
bam. Gill de vita ſua Laudabili & moribus bonis Comme nd at. ac in Dotrins & Sciemig per 
nos & examinator. noſtros approbat ( praſtito permitus per eum Furament. de renunciand. 
omni & omnimod. jurisdiction. poteſtat. & auctoritat. for inſecus ac de fide & allegiemia Regi 
preſt and. ſubſcriprisq; per eum articul. tribus in triceſſimo ſexto Canone Baie nee. 
contentis) ad ſacras ſanct. Presbyterat. ordin. juxta morem & ritum Eccleſia Anglicanæ 
in ea parte ſalubriter edit. & ordinat. admiſſimus ipſumg; in Presbiterat. & Miniſtr. 
verbi dei rite & canonice Ordinavimus. In 7 rei Teſtimonium Sigilum noſtrum Epiſco- 
pale preſentibus apponi fecimus Datis Octæuo die mens Funii pred. © anno Dom. prad. 


Ni Ceſtrienſis. ' 


Theſe Orders retain ftill the ſame viſible Marks of Forgery as the other, both 
in Form and Writing, only they have made Trinity Sunday here to fall right, viz. 
the ſeventh of ꝓune 1691. but ſtill they will not allow Queen Mary to be alive at 
that time, and ſo only write Regi, inſtead of Regi & Regina. Beſides, tho' they 
Have taken care to get into a right Date of the Year by this ſecond Forgery, yet 

they have got into a wrong Church for the Biſhop of Cheſter Ordained that Tri- 
nity Sunday not- at Cheſter, as their Inſtrument mentions, but at the Church of 

Wigan. The Reverend Mr. Peter Haddon of Bolton in Lancaſhire, preſented all the 
Perſons to be Ordained, and declares, That Abraham Gill was none of them; in 
which he is ready to ſatisfie any Perſon who ſhall pleaſe to examine into it. 

Without any further examination of the matter, tuo Lettersof Prieſts Orders can- 
not both be true; ſo that either They or We muſt have forged one of them,let the 
World judge which it is; but if any one will take the pains to compare theſe two 

notable Inſtruments, they will eaſily diſcover both Them, and the Seals annexed, 
to be of the very ſame Stamp, the ſame falſe Latin, and fearful Blunders z nay, 

and of the ſame, Hand- Writing too of their ingenious Abraham Gill: And becauſe 
we will not be behind-hand with' them for any Civilities, let them repair to Mr. 

Abel Roper, at the Black-Boy over:againſt'St, Bunſt ans Shurch, Fleet: ſtrret, and we 

will give them a free Sight of our Papers and Vouchers, as they have done of 

theirs hand. we hope. e al ba ve no occaſion to be aſham d of them, upon our 
own-aceountatdea Ke * . u N VETS | f | * | 4 5 : 

Now to put the matter ſtill further out of Diſpute, and convince even Preju- 
dice-it ſelfa if poſihle, we will prove them Falſe by their own Evidence, by that 
very Affidavit of Todd's, which they ſo much boaſt of, and which we will faithful- 
ly Tranſcribe from the 48th Page of their Pamphlet. 5 


V. To s ptefefded Affidavit. 


Ichard Todd vf Bonwick in the: Jie of Ely, and County of Cambridge, 
R Clerk, maketh Oath, That Abraham Gill of Welney in the ſaid Iſle and 
unt, Clerk, now à Preacher 10 4 Diſſenting Congregation at Upwell in Nor- 
folk; was Ordaiued by Nicholas Lord 1 * of Cheſter, upon the ſame Day 
1 0 that this Deponent and ſive other young Men was Ordained.; hat is 85 ſay, at 
rinity, 


* 


ak a. d 43 rhe 
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Trinity, in the Year of our Lord 1692; and received his Letters of orders, 
as we all did, under the Epiſcopal Seal of the Lord Biſhop of Cheſter aforeſaid. 


Rich. Todd. 

Any one with half an Eye may diſcover this Affidavit to be of their own auk- 
ward Style, and ridiculous Contrivance for it does not declare whether Gif or 
this Mr. Todd, was ordained Prieſt or Deacon, or on what day, or in what place; 
For | That is u Trinity J is a filly abſurd Expreſſion, making out nothing but 


the ignorance of Thoſe who forged and publiſhed it. Five other young Men, ſays 
the Affidavit, was ordain'd upon the ſame day with him. They muſt produce another 


Affida vit from one of theſe five, before we believe them; for if this Affidavit 


of Todd's be true, then Gill's Orders are certainly falſe, let them chuſe which they 
pleaſe. This Affidavit ſays, Gill was ordained with Todd, 1692. but in the Body 
of Gill's Inftrument of Orders left at Fobn Skeys, Gill is there ſaid to be ordained 
the year before, 1691, Two Contradictions cannot both be true; and in ſhort, 
this pretended Affidavit of Todds, ſo fooliſhly contriv'd, and yet ſo confidently 
boaſted of, was only an impious Piece of Forgery, father'd upon a poor Man in 
his Grave, that he might not tell Tales; for Mr. Todd was dead betore ever the 
Affida vit came to light: Yet notwithſtanding this, they have left a moft eaſie 
way to detect them in their folly, as well as falſification; for whereas the pre- 
tended Original Affida vit of Todds, ſhown at Fobn Skeys, is ſubſcrib'd to be ſworn 
before Mr. F9bn K?1ſal of Wisbich in the Ie of Ely, let us ſee what Mr. Kelſalbim- 
ſelf ſays to che buſineſs. | 


Mr. XELS AT's Affidavit. 


Ohn Kelſal of Wisbich in the Iſte of Ely, and County of Cambridge, Eſ. 

| J one of Her Majeſties Fuſtices of Peace, maketh Oath, That being informed by t 
Lord Biſhop of Ely's Secretary,that a certain Writing purporting an Affidavit of one 
Richard Todd, of Bonwick in the ſaid Ie, Clerk, publiſhed in à Pampbles 
ſome time ſince, calf d by the name of The Experiment, or ſome ſuch name, but 
nom going about by another Title, (in which Affidavit the ſaid Richard Todd i: 
ſuppoſed to wear, that Abraham Gill was Ordained by the late Biſhop of Chefter, 
at the ſame time that the ſaid Deponent Todd, and five other young Men were or- 

» dained) was ſubſcrib'd with this Deponent's Name to it, as if the ſame Affidavit 
bad been taken by and ſworn before this Deponent, as a Commiſſioner for taking: 
 Afﬀidavits in Her Majeſties Court of Queens-Bench ; be this Deponent, to be 
fully ſatisfied therein, went very lately with the ſaid Secretary (Mr. Willſon ) 
to ſee the ſaid Writing or Affidavit, to Mr. Skeys, according to an Advertiſement 
made for that purpoſe in the ſaid Pamphlet; where this Deponent bad fight of, the 
ſame, amongſt ſeveral ober Papers and Afidavits, and ſaw bis vbis Deponent's 
Name ſubſcribed thereto as a Commiſſioner, and as if the ſaid Richard Todd ba 
been Sworn to the ſaid Writing purporting an Affidavit, as aforeſaid, before this 
Deponent, an or abous the fourth day of December, in the Third Tear of the Reign 

of Her preſent Majeſty; and ibis Deponent ſaith, that his this:Deponent's Name 
thereto ſubſcribed, is Forg d, and that neither the ſame, nor any thing contained in 
or. ſubſcribed to the ſaid Writing or Affidavit, is ee Hand- writing of ibis Depo- 
nent; and that be never ſwore or took any Aﬀidavis whatſoever from the ſaid Ri- 
chard Todd, and that be ibis Deponent never knew or was acquainted with, and 
as be verily believes never ſaw any ſuch Perſon as the ſaid Richard Todd in bis. 


whole life. 
55 Jo. Kelfll. 


1 
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1 
This is a Gentleman, and a Magiſtrate of undoubted Credit in his Country, 
and of known Skill and Integrity in his Profeſſion, a very wrong Perſon-for the 


| Parpole they have made uſe of him; yet ftill to give the World a further Proof 
of the Forgery of this Affidavit, and the Fallity of GiIPs Orders, we print here 


a true Copy of Mr. Todd's own Orders from the Biſhop of Cheſter, which the Re- 

verend Mr. Williams, Rector of Doddington in the Ile of Fly, whoſe Curate Mr. 
Todd was at Bonwick, took into his hands after the deceaſe of Mr. Jodd, and tranſ- 
mitted them to ours. | FG. $3 


Mr. Todd's Orders. 


T Enore præſentium Nos Nicolaus Permiſſone Divins Ceſtrienſis Epiſcopus 
notum facimus Univerſis quod die Dominico Feſto 3 viz. die menſis 
Funii Anno Domini milleſimo ſexcenteſrmo nonageſimo ſexto & noſtræ Conſecrationis anno 
Jeptimo in Eccleſia noſtrd Cathedrali Ceſtriæ 1 Civitat. Ceſtri. Nos Sacros Ord ines 
Dei Omnipotentis Præſidio Celebrantes Dilectum Nobis in Chriſto Ricardum Todd de vi- 
14 ſua laudabili & moribus nobis commendatum ac in Doftrina & Scientiâ per nos & Exa- 
minatores noſtros approbatum ( praſtito 2 per eum Furamento de Renunciando omni 
& omnimodæ Furisdiſtioni Poteſtati © Autoritati forinſecus ac de fide & Allegiantia 
Regi Præſtand. Subſcriptiſqz per eum Articulis tribus in Triceſimo Sexto Canone Eccleſia 
Anglicanæ contentis) ad Sacro- ſanctum Diaconatus ordinem juxta morem & Ritum Eccle- 
fie Anglicanæ in ea parte ſalubriter Editum & Ordinatum Admiſimus ipſumg; in Diaconum 
0 Miniſtrum Verbi Dei Rite & Canonice Ordinavimus. In cujus Rei Teſtimonium Si- 
gillum noſtrum Epd le Præſentibus apponi fecimus Datis Octavo die menſis Funii pradict. 
Annis Domini & Conſecrationis naſtræ prædiſt. | 


N: Ceſtriens: L 


If the Reader will compare theſe Orders with thoſe Forg'd ones of Gill, he will 
_ eaſily diſeover the difference between them, but the moſt material is, that we 
Sind Mr. Todd in theſe Orders, which were undoubtedly his true ones, to be Or- 
dained in the year 1696; whereas in that Affidavit they have fallified in his 
Hans, they have made him ſwear that he was Ordained with Gill four Years be- 
ore, vix. 1692, = | | 
To this purpoſe we ſubjoin the Advertiſement of the Biſhop of Cheſter, an Evi- 
dence of it ſelf ſufficient with any Men of common Sence and Honeſty, when pub- 
liſhed in two Gazeites, under his Lordſhip's own Hand and Name,viz. of 21ſt and 
.25th of Func, 1705. 522 Serre 


Hereas in a Pampblet lately Publiſh'd, Entitled, The Experiment; or the 
Y Shorteft Way with the Diſſenters Exemplified, Cc. it is confidently affir- 
med, that Abrabam Gill was admitted to Holy Orders by the preſent Biſbop of Cheſter; 
and that the very Original orders, ſigned by the Biſhop of Cheſter's own Hand, and ſealed 

with his Seal, are tfs as Mr. John Skeys, at the Black-Boy and Three Tobacco-Pipes 
at Queen-hith. 744 | | 
Th i therefore 10 Certiſie, That the ſaid Abraham Gill was never Ordained by me, 

either Prieſt or Deacon, nor any other Perſon whoſe Sirname was Gill. 

And wheres it ſaid, that Richard Todd, a Miniſter of the Church of England, hath 
ſworn that the ſaid Abraham Gill was Ordained by Nicholas Biſbop of Cheſter, and five 
other young Men upon tbe ſame day that be this Deponent was, viz. at Trinity, in the year 
of our Lord 1692. This is therefore to Certifie, That one Richard Todd, ( who wrote 
his name with a double dd) was ordained Deacon by ge, yet not upon Trinity Sunday, 
1692, but upon Trinity Sunday 1696. And that not only five, but ten other Perſons were 
at 


— «4 


& the. Janie that Ordained tige tber with him. In 'wimeſs of what I have ſaid, I ſubſcribe 
my Hand'this 2916 day of Mays, 1705 
This is next to Demonſtration 3 for whatever undecent Reflections they have 
caſt upon this good Biſhop, for which they have had no manner of reaſon; what 
ever frivolous pretences they have made of the neglect of his Secretaries ; yet 
we are well informed, that no Biſhop's Regiſter in England was ever more faith- 
fally ke t. and every Perſon who knows any thing of the method of Ordination, 
knows how improbable it is far any. Perſon to be Ordained at a Regular ſtated 
Time of Ordination, without having bis. Name more than once. inſerted.in the 
nes Regiſter ; and how-abſurd it is, to ſuppoſe any ſuch material Omiſſion or 
Falfification could be made in this Point- Now if any Party of Men will ſtill ob- 
ſtinately ſtand out againft all theſe Authentick Proofs, and ſuch plain Matter of 
Fatt as we have here produced, we cannot tell how to conyince.them that Truth 
is preferrable:to Falſhood, Virtue to Vice, Obedience to Rebellion, if they have 
a mind to deny it, But before we diſmiſs this pertinacious Piece of Wickedneſs, 
we muſt crave. the Reader's patience te open the Scene a little further, and we 
ſhall diſcover, that Abrabam Gill ſet up for a Biſhop, as well as a Curate ef the 
Ghurch, aud took upon him the Power ef Ordaining of others, as well as him- 
ſelf; for conceiting himſelt ſo. dextrous in the Forgery of his own Orders, noth- 
ing would conteot him, but he muſt Forge an Inftrument of Prieft's Orders, for 
this. Mr. Todd aforeſaid; with whom: he had contrafted ſome Acquaintance, upon 
the aceount of their being both North-Country, Men, and now near Neighbours 
in the Iſle of EH; and this means, tis moſt probable, Gill bad the opportyni- 
ty of ſeeing Mr: Tod#'s true Letters of Orders, and forging his own from them ; 
ny his Ignorance. has betray'd his Knavery, and caus'd him not only to copy 
falſe, but to leave ſeveral things therein unchang'd, which he ſhould have alter- 
ed, to agree with the other alterations he had made, the better to diſguiſe his 
Forgery. Thus becauſe he might have ſeen in Mr. Todd's true Orders, that the 
Queen was leſt ont, 1696, therefore he leaves Her out in his forged Orders, tho 
dated 1691, at Fobn Shey's, and 1693, at Norwich; and makes Trinity Sunday to 
fall the /cventh day: of: June, this year, becauſe it rightly fell on that day 1696, 
when; Mr. Todd's Orders were given bim; with ſome other ſuch Blunders he has 
readily fallen into, becauſe of his forging Priefſt's Orders from an Inftrament of 
Deacon's. ; And; here we will ask Gill and his Friends the Queſt ion, How they 
came to exhibit ue Inſtruments of Prieft*s-0rders for him, one at Norwich, and ano- 
* cher at ahm Sens, and now of Deacon's'Orders? Surely they were not ſo igne- 
rant, te think he could de ordained Prieſt, without firſt being ordained Deacon; 
or that he could be ordained Deacon, any more than Prieſt, without an loſtrument 


\ 


FCC ²˙Ü1·i- ̃ ᷑ „ Eros oo 


4 of his Deacon Orders: And if he was ſo ordained, and had ſuch an Inſ:rument, 
4 why did they neyer produce it ? Never once mention it in all their Book ? Does 
any one think they would have omitted this material Point, if they had been able 

" to do it ? Was not this alone enough for any Men of common Thought or Rea- 
: ſon, to make them ſuſpzR all the reſt for Impoſture ? But we return to Abraham 
h Gill's Correſpondence with Mr. Todd, which indeed may ſeem to be ſome RefleQi- 
eo on upon the Character of this deceaſed Clergyman, but if it be conſidered, bow 
7 unaydidable almoſt it is, for one Neighbouring Miniſter to be acquainted with 
5 another, as Gill then pretepded to be, and that at Gills Requeſt he might ſhow 
him his Orders, without being the leaſt privy to, or ſuſpecting any ill deſigu there- 
oy in 3 we hope his Reputation will not much ſuffer upon this account, eſpecially 
jo ſince his honeſty will be better ſeen in what follows. For Gil being once impor- 
tunate with this Mr. Togd, to Adminiſter the = Sacraments for him at Welles, 


upon 


S © 
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upon his abſence; Mr. Jodd reſuſed to do it, beeauſe not in Prieſſ' Orders 3, which 
Gill making very light of, forthwith Forged an Inſtrument of Prieft*s urders for him, 
and was very defirous he ſhould make uſe of it. Mr. Jodd took this Inſtru- 
ment from Gill's own Hand, àt Gi#'s earneſt requeſt, but with no other defign, 
on Mr Todd's fide, that we can learn, than to ſee the Knavery of that Wretch; 
for wedo not find that ever Mr. Todd pretended to be in Prieſts orders, or ever 
officited as ſach, at any time or place that we can hear of; and indeed it was 
upon this account, that he diſcovered. to his Aer, Mr. Willianis, and others, That 
ne had good Rea ſons to ſuſpekt, that: Abraham GM never was in any Orders, ei- 

ther Prieſt's ot Dearon's. After Mr. Toda's Death, the ſaid Mr, NiItam took che 
above-mentioned” Forged Inſtrument from his Widow, and having faichfully kept 
it ever ſince, hath now'tranſmitred it dato us, to be here inferted, © 


The Copy of Prieft's 0/ders Forged by Abraham Gilt, for Mr; Todd, 
JT” Enore Fraſentiunt Nos Nicol dm petmiſſivne pivina Ceſeri-nſis Eyiſiopus worum fecihmus 
e oa tie dominito fe 25 A e die Le 5 


ſro trinhivar. Funii Anno Domini 
milleſſimo See nn ageſſimo tert. & noſtr # tonſtcr at. ænno quart. in Fecleſa noſtra 
$ 
M 


Cathedal. Ceftriz infra Cvitat. Ceſtr. nos ſacros ines Dei omnipotens."prafr dio tele- 
brant. diledd. nobi4 in Chriſto Ricurdum Todd Magiſt. Art. de vita ſud Landi © no- 
rib. nobi/ commenlat ac in doſtrina & ſcientia per; nos exdlator. noſtros apptobes. 
eſtito premitus per eum jurument. de temniciando i © Jimode / juridifti- 
oni poteſtar. & aitoritat; | forinſer- us de fide Allegientia Regi praſtand. F 
per eum articul. tribus in ice imo ſexts canont Ereleſaæ Anplicana conte , a fairos- 
2118. Presbiterat. ordin.'juxtd more m & riram etrieſi unglbume in ed parie ſalubriver 
Editum & ordinat. Admiſinius ipſumgz in Pres biterum G minimum verbi Dei ite & 6 
nonice ordinavimus. In cujus rei tèſtimonlum gi. nt. Ele præſontilus apponife - 
eimus Dat. oftevo die menſis Funii pred. Ann. Dni. © Conſeerut. notre rut. 
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This Inſttument, changing Richard Todd for Abrabam GI, is in every tittie the 
fame with that which Git] forged for himſelf, and exhibited at Norwich ; and if 
any one would take the pains, as we have done, to compare the Hand-writing of 
theſe three Forg'd Inſtruments, with the undondted Hand-writing of Abytbom 
Gill, in his original Affideviss in the Queen's Bench, they may plainly perceive them 
to be all Contriv'd and Penn'd by the ſame Perſon; if they art not blinded by 
moſt obſtinate Malice and Prejudice beyond their Senſes. | But tor an undeniable 
Argument, that Mr. Todd himſelf could have no hand in Forge theſe Prieft's 
Orders, they are made to bear Date three years before his Deacons Orders ; 
but perbaps this was not ſo much a Blunder of Gs, as a defign to corroborate 
his owp forg'd orders by theſe, when occafion ſhould ſerve ; imagining he might 
at any time get them out of Tadd's hands, to be a ſpecious Evidence for his own, 
whenever they ſhould be call in queſtion ; and this no doubt of it was the rea- 
fon of their falſifying an Affidavit in Todd's Name, which "Aﬀidavit they de- 
fgn'd to have back d with this forged Inſtrumept, if they had not beun/prevent- 
ed by Mr. Williams's getting it out of the Widow Todd's Hands beforehand, © And 
now to prove that there was ſuch an Inſtrument thus contrived and given asafore- 
faid, by Gil to Mr. Todd, and that this we have here produced is that very In- 
ſtrument, let the Reader, to his amazement, peruſe the following Afﬀidavitof the 
faid Mrs. Todd, where he may diſcover, belides the aforeſaid Forgery, a no 

ſurpriſing Scene of Villany. 5 e * 
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” * , g 
I : | | Elizabeth. 
. - 
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J Banco Regine. 
Litabeth Todd, . is -che Neef Bly, ond. County of Cambridge, 
Widow, and Reliſt of Richard Todd, Clerk 0 "the ſaid SY maketh Oatb, 
ber ſaid Husband, Richard Todd; when Curate of Guy- Horn, in the Pariſh 
of Wisbich, in the ſaid Iſle, informed ber the ſaid Elizabeth, that one Abra- 
ham Gill, ben \Curate, or pretended Curate of Wellney, de efired him the ag 
Todd, 10 Adminiſt miſter the Holy Sacrament for bim the ſaid Gill, at er 
ttzjbe ſuid Richard Todd refuſing to do it, a not in aut $s Orders, ke the ſaid 
Sill told bim be would help 33 = ment of Prieſts Orders, which would be 
meh 40 bir atbvamagey * Mr. T be would accept of ſuch. orders 
4 wirbout any deſign to make uſe of them ) 6 raham Gill did deliver #0 the ſaid Mr. 
Todd, ar abe Houſe -of one Adam Noble, keeping the Ferry over-againſt Guy- 
Horn (as far ac tbis Deponent remembers) an 5 of Prieſts orders, under 
| the Hand aud Seal of the preſent Lord Biſhop of Cheſter, but really in Gill's on 
Hund, as ſhe believes, and as appears bythe tn wrument n ſelf, which this Depgyent 
received. of, her: Husband. Richard Todd, whic ſame Inſirument = delivered into 
the bands of Mr. Sy * of * — gton, in the County o 8 
; Mr. Robert » Clerk, now e 0 ton 
man, e N t. Unds in Lincoln-ſhire, about the ewentjeth, or twenty 
| Bok was firſt/ Publiſhed. | ft ef July, 1705+ , far os ſhe remembers. 


Deponent farther ſaith, That tbe ſame Abraham Gill, /ince ber Husband's 


a ye 2 e abaus tbe Mong. of September, f rhe bre aid year 1705, did come 
* 10 "eaſes t, and. told be ber, 5 the next on or Jome day after, r 


w ene 10 4 Hwa with i 7765 to 4 ber Husband's Orders, but over · perſwad- 


538? 4 


ber ahis.Depavent, tc pretend ſhe-bad loſt or miſtaid roſe orders; and accordingly 
1" „ ſh S informed ſince, liv'd 2 did come 24 — 
with the Jaid Gil, and deſired this D eponent to ſhow, bim ber Husband's 


40 4 
Orders, which this Deponent Jaith, Ez Gill's . pretended ſhe bad loſi: 


_ Gill, all the time winking at ber, an 4 ſceining in great Concern, for fear ſhe ſhould diſ- 
* prac the, Trush- And this Deponent further ſulib, Thar ſhe mf ber Husband 72 
33 0 107 ſed, was once, ar the. Habitation of Gill, wi | Curaze of of. Wellney, Y, and ſome 
_ Tz the Noman { whom po De one m believes was by furſt "fe. mide 
b,Gill bad tving, whic 


1d t bis ouſe,w r Wom 
ke 2 py G 1 5 1 ſo, the Gill fel; 1 hn i Aon, 


3 pedo the Fire * d ther with this Deponem further 
8 et ame 927 fe aid tell ber Husband 972 odd, that ſhe was afraid 
ber Husband Abraham Gilt, would make an 7 of her, before ſbe could ſee the ſaid 


Todd gin. And this De 277 Jan, 7715 e time after this, ſbe was in- 
* i omgn, commonly ga Fa Ann Still, pact and 4 Man, commonly 


tl} IS Deaf. Doctor, that Abraham Gill bs e of uf ng ill Praftices 


_ on his  afore d Wife particularly iy pouriy tle into ber 
a 1 12 bf throwing the 7 = into the Fire ; 2 nz Wife 


2 after this mas. reported 10 cþ Indi ſedgand 7 never after io be well til 
ber Death, . enſued nos Jong after ; And that 1 remembers, ibat 
the Waman be now pretend to be Wife, was broug ht to 251 Houſe of Abra- 


4 ©. ham Gill 2. NT Ser" About 4 * of "agear, or "or there t, after | ec of 
n Wife- * h. 4 W459 N Ga E. J 


on in the Mie of EY, the oth. nat LETT in be cy ar of the 


Ae of ek a wack; "_ „ Queen of ng be fore m me, 
£ * | 4 . | 24 > Val, tec: 


FF: > 
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him, for having omitted the Uſe of the Common-Prayer, when he off 2 

at Wellney, . We well know. the invidious Deliga of chis Acculation, fo often inf. 

| nuated in their Pamphlet; but we challenge them to produce the leaſt Ground 

or Shadow for it, in all the numerous A fHdavits dine ee de ern. 
, 


tice of ſome ſmall flips of 


conformity. By this their Story, 
£ ; C 


-(, 124) 


This is an, Wr Complication of lniquicy 
t 


cat ; but as for the laſt part of this 
Affidavit, we leave it to the Wreteb's'0wn'dar Conſcience ; For what concerns 
the fir ſt, the following Certificate will be ftilla further PO 7 


= . 4, % . 
a 13. 4 we £25" 1 Net „ene VO. 
. *. Eo ; 2 ; he v4 ; - 4 — , 
; g ” : o ; : 1 x t 
The Certifhcate, | . | un 


Ms Philip Williams, Nee, of Boddington in the Counyyof Cambridge, and Ro- 
bert Shaw, Curate of Sutton St. Edmunds, and Sutton Sr: James, Lincoln- 


* 


5 ſhire, do Certifie, and are ready to Attteſt upon Oath, Ibat having ſeen and read an Af- 


ſidavit of Elizabeth Todd, Widow, dated the 305 of February, in ibe Fiſib rear of 
the Reign of Queen Ann, We did receive ſuch; an Inſtrument: of orders as\there\ mentioned, 
about the 20th or 21ſt of July, 17054 Jfm the' ſaid Elizabeth Todd; and that we bad 

#be ſame account from the ſaid Elizabeth, concerning this Inſtrument, and the Geiitleman's 

enquiring after ber Husband's Orders, as is contained in the” firſt and ſecond Artit le of ber 


| Affidavit, at the time we received abe Inſtruments. In wimeſs whereof, we ſet our 
- Bands, Febr, 22. 1706-7. W 2 | ; Va ha 1 | 


| N | | 9 12 1 * 485 1 EL ' Robert Shaw. * * : 
Thus we ſee what great reaſon our Adverſaries had ſo highly to Inſult us, for charg- 
ing Gill with forgin Letters of ordert; and in ibe 5th Page of tbeir Pamphlet, to fly 
out into ſuch violent Paſſion againſt us, and to tell the World, in a peculiar 
Strain of Aſſurance, [ Now if theſe orders are Coumerfeit or Forged, it may fairly be 
"ſeen, and Mr. Gill be expoſed, bu if not, Jet ibe World match the vilanous Wige this 
poor Man bas met with, if they can. J Would not one think theſe Men weit upon 
{ure Grounds, Kenny triumph thus? No we Reply in our” Turn; If theſe 
orders of Gill's are not Counterfeit or Forged, and it we have ON proved 
them to be ſo, let them ex poſe us as much as they pleaſe: But if after all their 
Boaſting and Vapouring, they do plaioly appear to be grofly Falfified, without 
any further Reflection on their Confidence, ve leave them to their own ill Lan- 
guage, and the ſhame of their Ations, s. 
* The next thing they falſely accule us of, is, That all this Proſecution àgainſt 
Gill, as well as the Crimes we lay. to his Charge, proceeded 92 out of Malice to 
f nciated as Curate 


9 1 Hd C3 
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Office, or in any of thoſe they themſelves hate printed; eicher on bur fide or 


_ theirs. Let them look into the words of his Excommunicetion, they will find no 


ſuch thing mentioned as bis omitting the Uſe of the Liturgy No, we had Grimes 


enough beſides : It was for his lewd Life and Convyerfation that Mr. Fomes firſt 
began the Proſecution againft him, and ſuſpetted him to be a baſe Counterfeit in 
the Church, before he knew any thing of his being an Emiffary of che Diſſen- 
ters, or of his omitting the Ker ben Tho' we will not flatter them ſo 


far, as not to tell them, that Thi been Crime enough, had it been then 


known, and a good cauſe of a juſt Prolecution againft him. 


We cannot paſs over the 6, 7, and 8 Pages of their Book, withont taking no- 

Chronology, in the Hiſtory of this their Magnißed 
Saint: A miftake only of two or three Years in his Life. They tell us in the fixrb 
Page, That Abrabam Gill lived conformable in all things to the Ceremonies of the Church, 


for about 7 Nears, from the year 1695 110 the Tear 1 70a, in the Chapel of Wellney. They 


own in the ſame Page, that Dr. Grigg was Rector there from Gi 


s firſt -comingſto 
Wellney; and Page 7, they confeſs, 


r. Grigg diſpo ſſeſid Gill for notorious: Non- 
Dr. Grigg muſt have been Rector in 1703 2t 


* 


- 


"(223 )) 
leuſt g becauſe they affirm, Gil lived conformable in all things, til 1702 But i: 
is Notorious to the whole Country, that this very Dr. Grigg, died before 1700, 
and had not the Living/above ſeven Years ina. Nay; id the next Page, they 
ö u contradict themſelves, and prove ohr Account of Dr. Griggs Death to 
true zj for they confeſs there was another Rector, one Mr. Hobart, between 
Dr. Grigg and Mr. ꝓames, for a year and half at leaſt, by their own acknowledg- 
ment ; and yet tell us in the $thiPage, that Mr. Fames, who ſucceeded Mr. Hobart, 
began the Proſecution againſt Gil, in Mar, 1702. Nou if Gill liv'd conformable 
til che year 2902, as they a ffir m, p. 6. how could Dr. Grigg, who by this their 
oon reckoning died two years before, call him to account ſor apparent Noncon- 
formity, as they acknowledge in a full Paragraph; p. 115 So that in this one 
wretched inconüſtent Shuffle, here are more Contradittions and Lies, than we 
have We to number up, even by their own Accoutit and Confeſſion. 
In the 9, 10, 11 Pages following, we are put off with a ſilly inconſiſtent Story, 
of Gil's leaving Helney, and baving a Call to a Difſenting Congregation in Lin- 
*"coln-ſhire : But the true Rea ſon of his leaving Melluey was, That after his Excom- 
munication the Ohno? Doors were ſhut againſt him, and he for ſome time Abſcond- 
og, at laſt fled de® bo rr as ſoon as he heard that Sir Roger Fenings of Fly, 
back received a Proceſs from the Court of Norwich againft.him z which Proce/5 could 
not then be ſerved, becauſe Gil abſtonded : For this Reaſon, they maliciouſl 
and moſt Teurrilouſly Treat this worthy Gentleman, and tax bim for breaking his 
Mord, 5 their own pure Tnvention. Notwithſtanding this Proceſs, Gill ſtill 
Oounterfeited a Miniſter of the Church of England, at that very time when they 
tell us he had a Call to 2 Mabie Congregatios, and ſcandalouſly ſculk'd up and 
i 


\ 


-"gowhi in the Habit and Diſguiſe of the Function: A ſufficient Reaſon, if there 
© were no'btber, why" his Name, Deſcription, and Character, were put into the 
 "Gzxene ; that the Credit of the whole Order might not ſuffer, (as they too fre- 
* auch do) thro the Actions of ſo wicked an Impoſtor, and that be might not 
TJ E | $5. 4 8 | . 2 
auce any People, as he had done thoſe of Weley, either thro? Inadvertency or 
' Tgnorance, to entertain him any more as a Minifter of the Church. And we 
nud the Defigh was anſwered by the Effect ; for he was ſoon after this apprehend- 
ed at Bolingbrook in Lin bn ſbire, at the very inſtant when he was acting the vile 
Impoſture over agaln, and offering the Miniſter of that Pariſh: his pretended Let - 
ters of Orders, not now the Biſhop of Cbeſter's, but forged under'the Hand and Seal! 
of the then Lord Biſhop of Fly, nay, aud Teſtimomials toe under his Lordſhip's 
Hand, and ſeveral others: But Mr. Cooper the Minifter not being ſo eaſily im- 
poſed upon by falſe Lari, as Abrabem Gil's Patrons, and the Author of The - 
+ Shorteſt ay bad him immediately before a Juſtice of peace, ho found him to be a 
wicked Cheer, and delivered him into the Conſtable s Hands, till ſome further care 
- could be takes of him: But theſe Gentlemen were not aware how often this Ja- 
grant had) been juled to acquit himſelf of ſuch ſmall Incumbrances; he quickly . 
, elap'd,out of Cuſtody, out-ran the Conſtable, and fled from thence ro Cambridge, 
Jor Concealment aud Protection; for there he was firſt deſcry'd, afterwards . 
ſculking in the Houſe of one Fardine, a Scotiſh Kirk Pedlar, of the ſame Comple- - 
xXion in every reſpect as his Friend and Companion, yet one whoſe Credit js ſo 
reat with theſe Men, that bis Evidence, in another place, is oppoſed and pre- 
of Erred to juſtice Upwood's, a Gentleman of Worth and Credit in his Country. 
No all this part of their Saint's Perſecution, which we have here related for them, 
they induftriouſly omtft, and tell us, he rid from Baſtum to Cambridge, only to en- 
quire into the Advertiſement in the Gazette; concealing that he aver came at 
'#BoVingbrook ; But this will not ſatisfie them neither; for p. 46. they lay this in 
_ ſever Articles to our \Charge, as another heinous Crime, That beſides the 
Fiorgery of the "Biſhop of Cheſter's Orders, we allo accurd Gill of Forging — 
; | LITE men | a 5 1 Roste 0 b 5 | P 
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|  'Biſhopof By, of being detetted and ſeized at Bulli eee 


Juſtice: All chis, they ſay, we never made any uf; no, not in one of our 
-Affidavits, ſo ſueh as attempted to prove it; and; with their old Face of out- 
'braving Truth, challenge us wich. it upon the i ſſue of the Cauſe. Now for an 
undenlabie Convitktion, as well of the Truth of that whole Matter, as their egre- 
-gious Impudence, in aſſerting, that we never attempted to prove it, let them 
| peruſe this Affidavit of Mr.Cooper's, (ſeveral times read in the Queen's Benek, at 
the very firſt Hearing of the Cauſe, and ſince filed in the Cron. Office, which 
they might eaſily have learnt of their Clerk, if one could imagine it paſſible 


they ſhould ever be ignorant of it, hen ſo A pac dnn ‚ 
ed the Court, at every Motion of the Cauſe. MITE. 


Mr. Cooper's. Affidavit, | In Banco Regie. 

Iniam Cooper; of Friskney in the Comm of Lincoln, Clerk, maketh- 0a1b, 
- That in the Near of our Lord 1702, be this Deponent mas Rector of the Pariſh- 
— of Bollingbrook- in the ſeid County, and did they Inbalut there 5 and ſame 

rime in the Wimer-ſeaſon, 4 Man ani his Wife, or prezended. Wife and Family, came 
0 Mebouſe in Bollingbrook, who-own'd, bi- name 10 be Abraham ** And pre- 
tended to be a Clergy man, und continued at ibe Alelonſe for for. fame time 3 bu 7 about 
the 18th f December, . this Deponent went unto the \ſaid Gill, and defired 
bim 10:ſbow this Deponent b orders; which. accordinglybe, did e and —.— 
this Deponent Leners of Orders, or 2 Letters of Orders, to be granted 10 bim 

_ *7be/ſaid Gill, unden the Hanll merry br Reverend Fat ber. in God Simon 
Lord Biſhop of Ely, - as alſo 2 ond 8 f his Lordſhip, which this 
Deponens verily believes was Forped ; for 1b Deponent compared the Seal. of, the 
pretended - Letters o Orders, wi * Seal of jf abit © 227 77 L of Orders 


© (which were grante 2 by the ſaid Lori Ely). 24415 Seal-gffi- 


ed to Gilbs Lr orders, — e e on iy nor contained the 
largeneſs of 's Seal; And e ng. au Advertiſement in the 
Ane, far apprebending one Abraham, Gull ofs Fo Leners, of Orders, 
om the Right Reuerend Fatler in God rhe l heſter, * red one 


John Bryan, sq; ene of Arrays 72251 hy of to cauſe the 7 e ſaid, Gill 
o be talen into Cuſtadys for: +be Cauſes, afor ieee bim to be the [ame 
2 hi Tote mentioned in tbe Gazette, — ar] F criprons 17 7 e xa like him; 


wbich was — — — but e N hy Gill in * %, eliber 
0 | by negligence, or wilfulneſs 1 Hus 
Wm. 


5 
> 


| Sworn at Paton in the County of lisa, the rem ref ane, 170. — : 
. e Bare). 
we cannot imagine hat iugüred Wes fo confidently"to ae 


He 
e W Atari. 
| an give their own Conſciences, as well 2s the World, the Lie. Can we 
kexedi 


eredit to one Sy llable they ſhall ever #ffirndfte? this? But if the Oath of a © 

man will vot ſatisfie them, we will adjoin another Evidence, to ſhow that 1 
and his Famil were all at Bolli brook, . Nen they boldly aſſert he never was 

ts Ld, he n of an. Order by which TOES return's to 9 Ox 


[1 0 | Gopy'off the Order, e * 0 1% 547 oh 
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Lien fl. Fl | 10 a and Orergeond for the Poor, of 505. 
"Lindſey. {Ext 0 tl lingbroak, aud to either. of chem. 
| Fegg ainr hatb been made uno u, wo of. Her Maje- 


Nys Fuſtices of be Pe ace for the ſaid Parts and Counsy, ane of 
,, being of ibe Quoruni,:by the. Churck-wardens and duerſeers forythe 
Poor ese That whereas Mr. Abraham Gil, LW bis 
Hen. Newftead. Wife and Children, are come into the Town of Bolingbrook, and con. 


tnuinp 


Mart — * 


(15) 


there ſome time, be was accuſed for opting ſevere! Mi ſde me ayonrs, N 

in A Gazzette' bearing date the 26th day of November 14ft, and be made bis eſcape fr 

Fuſtice' ;; are become c 8 10 ce t Pariſh. Theſe are therefore in Her Majeſty's 
oe 4 


Name to: Command von, Thit you,” of you, do remove" and convey the ſaid 
Mrs, Gin, and ber Chitdrer, Proves the Town of Boltingbrook, to the Town of Well ney, 
in the Iſle of Ely, and them deliver to the Church wardens and Overſeers for the Poor 
there, or to ſome or one of them, wgerber with this Precepr, or à true Copy thereof , being 
the plare of their laft $ + ec vr who ere bereby Required to receive aud provide 
for them, as ſertled bab itauts there. © Hereof fail not at your perils, Given under our 
Hands ani Seats as Spilsby, tbe fe day'of April, in the fecomd Tear of Her Majeſiy's 
Reign, 1703. 5 10 is : | 4 L & l + - 15 1. B+) 1 f * | 
Thus, in ſhore, we have proved this innocent gaod Man, Abrabam Gill, this 
Diſſenting Teather,” to have forged no leſs than four Inſtruments of Holy brders, be- 
ſides Letters and Teftimonials under the Hands and Seals of Biſhops. And as 
for the Forgery of Todd's Affidavit, as rank a Piece of Knavery as any of the reft, 
it lies between Abrabam Gill and his worthy Patrons, let them agree it as they 
pleaſe z but wlichſeever has the Credit of it, the other cannot loſe his ſhare. 
And here we forbear' to Remark, that Abrabam Gill is proved guilty of 
two egregious Porgeries, vk: That of his Orders at Fobx Shey's, and this af-Todd's 
Affidavit ; fince he was à profeſſed Diſenter, and eſpouſed by the Party as ſuch ; 
whereas they tell us, in the Concluſion of the Pamphlet, That whatſoever Crimes 
Abrabam Gill 85 of, it was while be was our Gill the Does and nat fince be 


uilty 

wa their Gill the Diner. I + en + _—— 4 | a "Ok 
Tue next thing" they bring upon the Stage, is the Affair of the DerlyGoal ;. 
faying, we have \fallly accuſed Gi of eloping from thence, as he did afterwards 
from the Conftable'at Bolingbrook and lay the raiſing of: this Story particularly to 
the Charge of Mr, ane, Let we do not find there is one ble of Gil's. 
breaki 2 of Derby Goal, either in Mr. Fames's Affida vit, or any other, in the 
whole ſe: What they themſelves were conſcious. of in this Story, we know 
not. We are informed indeed, that this was a common Report in the Iſle of 
Eh, even before Mr. Femer*beganthe Proſecution; and that there was more than 
ordinary Reaſon for it, we are apt to ſuſpett ; but that Mr. James had any thing 
to do either in Raiſing that Report, or Examining into it, or that he ever ſent 
or writ tothe Derby Jaylor — Gill, that de ever employ'd Mr. John 
Fon as his Attorney, or Agent, on this account, as they affirm; or that he was 
Conſcious to any Action of Mr. Fobnſor's, or of any other Perſon, about this in- 
famous Story, Mr. Samer utterly denjes: Nor indeed do they offer to prove it 
upon Rim in any one of theſe Articles they have laid to his Charge; but yet 
purely upon their on bare word, without any other Evidence, they have re- | 
prefented that Clergy-man, in this very Paſſage, as one of the greateſt V 8 
upon Earth; and in the 12th _—_—_ theic Pampblet, have moſt barbarouſſy Ac- | 
cuſed him of groſs Bribery and Subornation, and therein have aſpers'd and ji 
blacken'd him with all the Falſhood, - Malice, and Calumny, that the Father of- | 
Lies could invent. But we cannot do our ſelves and them more Juſtice, than to 

give the Reader an Idea of this injurious Treatment, in a few of their own words, 
12. Thy Deluſion ( fay they) might, in ſome meaſure, have pleaded in excuſe of Mr. 
ames, if bi next Scene bad not put bim out of the reach of any rational Shelter and De- 
ence; for not content with ub "Defeat, be joyn d with this Infamous Attorney, Thomas 
Johnſon, and one Thomas Beart, who fince died in 4 moſt horrible manner, rewng 
away above-ground. Theſe two went to one John Marriot of Upwell, and offered 
to give bim ren Pounds, or ten Guineas, if be would ſmear, -vbat Mr. Gill was the ſame 
Man that broke our of Derby Goal, for Forgery and Counterfeiting. Bus here 45 __ 4 
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» the any h of Innocence, ſo blinded their Undemland- 
ing. that 1bey always. made an iil C haice of #heir tuſtruments 3. boneſt aun irt old 
Them plainly, be knew Mr. Gill was not the ſame, Man and asked tbem with what 752 
hey could defire bim 10 burthen bu Conſcience. with 4 falſe. dab, and ſell bis $0ul for len 
Guiness? 149 $1 20 1 M recent W R 5 
ls not this a dreadful Accuſation againſt a Man of Mr. Fames's Function? And 
vet, in plain Terms, (for we leave the Reader, to his own Reflection) there is 
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not one Syllable true of all this Villany, they hade, with Tuck. a Face of Gra- 
vity, charg'd upon him; as the following An f honeſt 1, Martior him. 
ſelf will clearly Demonſtrate, to Mr. Fames's thorough Vindication, and à per- 

etual Teftimony ot theſe Men's Profaneneſs and Impudence, who” cad make 
Auch a Jeft and Banter of all that is juſt and [ſacred , as to introduce Heaven, 
Conſcience, and Salvation, only to make their own notorious Lies mere For, 


mal and Solemn. . DDr Pt; i 4. + 49, #; % BY 8 
T ©hn Marriot, — in tbe County of Norfolk, maketh Oatb, That be this Pe- 
1 ponent having ſeen and read a Clauſe in 4 Fampbiet, Extiiled, , The Experiment, 
&, whereby it is affirmed, That this Deponent was offered gen Pounds, or ten Gui- 
nes, if be would Smear, that Mr. Gill, er Abraham Gill, was the ſame May that 
bad broke out of Derby Goal, for Forgem and Counter feiting, with other matters con- 
tained therein, 10 1he like eſſeſt; be this Peponent ſaith, That be was never offered 
Any ſuch. Sum, or any Fun whatſoever, eitber by Mr. Hugh James, Rector of the (aid 
Town of Upwell, or any other Perſon or Perſons, to make any Oath againſt ie ſaid 
- Abraham Gill, ban avy account whatfoever,, and +hat the ſame is an infamous Lie, 
Flarber d upon this Deponent, and rhe | {ajd, Mr. James S or Ground 
| whatſoever; mr dil this Deponens ever Report am eh thing of, Mr, James, either 
0 Richard Tokelove, or any Herſon elſm.. a ghet 5h 
2 A Crate OBO PA 246, Þ eee John Marriott. 
Sworn at Wicbicbh, &c. Muy 23. 1705. beo D AN'KELSAEL 
20 9 Nn nnn ̃ , Ge ⅛ ˙ . Sz ST 30:7 
Thus let the World judge, whether Mr. Fames he not entirely Innocent of thoſe 
heinous times of Bribery and Subornation, ſo: Confidently and Circumftan- 
-tially laid to his Charge; and whether the Party: to hom this Pamphlet belongs, 
be they of what ſort or Denomination ſoever, are not Men of an uncommon 
-Complexion' and Confidence. This is ſomething worſe than Subor nation, thus 
to murder a Man's good Name, and Reputation, by the moſt deſperate Aſſault 
that the kneeneſt Revenge could invent. But this is not the only Sa 
of their Wicked neſs; for they have the Aſſurance alſo, to charge this horrible 
Crime upon poor Thomas Beart, whom they knew to be then in bis Grave, and ſo 
never able to anſwer for himſelf; and to-publiſh:moreover to the World, as ano- 
ther Proof of their Profaneneſs, [ That this poor Man died in 4 moſt borrible manner, 
rotting away above-ground ;] when, tis well known, he lived and died in the com- 
mon Way, aa honeſt, ſober Chriſtian; as all his Neighbours. now living can 
'teftifie, and ſeveral 'of the Beſt of them have already done it, in the Veli 
Affida vit, to be ſeen by and br. e rh ge Het 55h 
After ſo much exorbitant Scandal and Calumny, one might.expett they wou 
at laſt have done; hut, in the very next Page, we catch them tripping again 11 
all ill-contriv d, pitiful Forgery, upon the Aeverend Podun Cook, Chance lor of 
Ely, an Eccleſiaſtical Fuſtice 3* and therefore he was ſute not to eſea pe them; for 
the Doſtor, they forge a filly abſurd Mizrimus, without either Law or Senle, and 
then terribly Threaten him, for a piece of Knavery, of their own lnven- 
tion: But the DoFer, in his Vindication, tho* he does not value the little Spite 
of the Party, has ſent us the true Copy of bis Miitimus, which we here oppole to 
the falſe one. | Dy Dr. 
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Dx. Cooks own Mitti mms. 1 
To the Keeper of Her Majefty's Tol- Booth for the Town of 
3.19% dae, bah of Abra Ne W | 
Fend you bere-withal am Gill, who was bro efore me: this dey; 
| 1 and rharg'd with forging Orders under the Hand and Epiſcopal Seal of the Lord +: 
of Cheſter, and liłe wiſe of the Lord Biſhop of Ely; Ie you 10 receive him into 
your ſaid Houſe, and bim tbere ſafely to keep, till be ſhall thence be delivered -by due Order 
of Law. Hereof fail not at your Peril. oils dt b n 0 „ | 
© _ , Given under my Hand and Seal 24 March, 1702-3 wo 
„ | WVmam. Cook. 
_ THIS is to Certifie whom it may Concern, That this is a true Copy of Dr. 
Cook's Commitment of Abrabam Gill, into the Toll-Booth in Cambridge. Witneſs 


vil Oantabre 


my Hand this 25th day of May, Ammo Dom. 1705. | 

Elizabeth (E) Heylock, her Mark, Keeper of the Toll-Booth in Cambridge. 
Atteſted by; SAMVEL NEIN great hk 
1 27 _ The Mittimus forged for Dr. Cook, in the Pamphlet. 
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2 To the Keeper of the Toll Boob Goal in Cambridge, Theſe . a3 
Send you herewith the Body of Abraham Gill, whom 1 charge you to keep; wil diſchargs 


ed by due courſe of Law. | 
| en 4 ay. Sign d Will. Cook. 

- Thus they would make Dr. Cook an old Magiftrate, and Dr. of Law, fo igno- 
rant in his Office, as to make a Commitment without ſpecifying the Caufe of it; 
without any Crime alle d (ſay they) Mr. Gill was committed 10 Priſon, by the worthy 

Dr. Cook; of which, tis preſum'd, be may hear again, in à different manner than this. 
_.; We are almoſt weaty of tracing theſe Men any further, 'thro' one continued 
Train of Falfification, Forgery, and Perjury, almoſt in every Line; hut yet we 
- mult quit our ſelves of one Scandal more, before we leave them; for which they 
have highly Inſulted us, after their uſual manner, in ſeveral places of their Pam- 
phlet, but particularly infifted upon, p. 47. where, to give a perpetual Teſtimo- 
ny of their Reſpect to the Clergy, and their Honouring. the: Church of, England, as 
they profefs, they couple Mr. Lateward, Mr.\Fames's Curate, with one Fewlis, 
Mr. Gifs Clerk, as they Style him, and notwithſtanding his Relation to their 
worthy Friend, they call them both in the ſame words, [ Two hard- mouth d Fel- 
Jom that ſware beartily.] And, in another place, call Mr. Lateward, 4 ſwearing, 
per jur d Curate, caught in 4 Fool's Trap; and in this civil Manner they proceed to 
treat him. Now let us ſee for what extraordinary Reaſons all theſe worthy 
Names, and this good Langnage, are ſoplentifully. beſtowed on this Clergy-manz 
it is, in their words, becauſe bis 0ath is, That Mr. Gill owns 4 Cbild by. the Name of 
Abraham Gill, wbich is elder than 4 Child be bad by bis firſt Nie. But Mr. Laie ward's 
- own Words are more to the Purpoſe, in the Affidavit they themſelves have print- 
ed, which are theſe, [ And this Deponent further ſaith, That the ſaid Gill bath; and 
doth own a Cbild, which be bad by the Woman be now cobabiteth with, call'd Abraham 
ill, which is older than a Child be bad by another Woman, whom he pretended to be bis 
rſt Wife. ] Mr. Lateward plainly tells us by whom he had this ©bild, call'd Abra- 
am Gill, even by the Woman he now. calls his ſecond Wife. But Mr. Lateward 
calls neither of them his Wife, but only his pretended Wife, becauſe that was all 
he could certainly know: So that we find this Clergy-man much more cautious 
of Forſwearing himſelf, than they of Accuſing him of Perjury. But the Affida vit 
of Fewlis, proves all this againſt Gill till more Circumſtantially, in theſe plain 
Words, L Aud this Deponens ſaith alſo, That the ſaid Abraham Gill, for-ſome part of 
tbe time be officiated in the ſaid Cure, did, in a ſcandalous manner, cohabit with 1wa Vo- 
men at one and ibe ſame time; one whereof, * he more particularly owned as bus Wife, 

47 - W 


(618) 
when alive, i now dead, and the other i ſt il ative,” and lives with bim now as bi Wife ; 
and ſuiib, that bis faid former * bath not beon dead above four years, to the beſt of this 

Deponent's remembrance z and that by this prefemt Wife, the ſaid Abraham Gill bath three 
Children which be owns, and one bythe ober Wife, now at Wellne #foreſaid; and that * 
the ehleft of the ſaid ibree Children, by rhis preſem Wife, is about ejghr years old, and older 
nun the other Child #t Wellney aforeſaid, which be bad by W ſaid deceaſed Wife. 
This makes the Paradox plain; and as ſtrange as they pretend it to be, they 7 
certainly find it to be true, let them call Mr. Lateward and Felis to account 
when they pleaſe, and prove them gulity of Perjury if they can, which they 
have ſo highiy threatned to do. All the Reply they have made at preſent, is only 
poſitively to deny the Matter of Fact, and think it ſufficient to ſay, That tis 
plain, and knowa to all the Neighbourhood, and a thing in which tis Impoſſihle 
the Truth can be concealed. Vet they do not bring one of the Neighbourhood 
of Wellney to teftifie for them in this Caſe, but only put us off with a: pretence, 
that this whole Aﬀair-about the two Wives, and his Baſtard Child; are ſome time 
or other to come before a Court o Fuſtice, as matter of Evidence; therefore” ( fay they) 
tis referr'd 10 the genuine Proof of Fact, and the Iſue on a Tryal, If they will bring 

on this Tryal any time before Latte: Lammas, we promiſe them we. thall be glad 

to join Iſſue with them, upon the plain Teſtimony of the whole. Neighbourhood 
of Welney: Mr. Late ward has his Evidence ready, whenever they will call for 
them, and fox a ſmall Tryal of what we can do, like fair Adverſar ies, that dare 
truſt to the goodneſs of our Cauſe, we give them before hand this following, Aﬀei- 

ayit, from the moſt ſubſantial Inhabitants of Welney, as they may find by enquiry. 
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- /F"Homas Morley, Nicholas Scott, Gabriel Scott, and John Butcher, all of the 
1 Bunt f Wellney,: in the ' Pariſh of Upwell, in the Ie f Ely, and County of 
Dambridge, do ſeverally make: Oath, That they have liued im Wellney aforeſaid, ever 
fince Mr. John Lateward came #0 be Curate there, and theſe Deponenrs ſay, ; That the 
ſaid Mr. Late ward is of. good Chriftian Life and Conuarſution, and one he heqrenb 
an bonaſt and 4 Charger in tbe County where: be lives, and is: very well approved of 
. #1 the Pariſh where be ſerves,' and is careſul in per forming the ſeveral Duties in his 
Place, in Praying, Pre aching and Viſiting the Sick,and-is of a mili Temper. to every. Bodyjand 
-+ of '« Quiet and Peace able Behaviour, being no mays inc linab le to Paſſior, or wiſhing Ill to 
Any Body, much leſs 2 or Smearing,. (as they baue ſome where alledg 4] or any 
Immoral Action whatſoever, ibat theſe Deponents ever ſaw, be ard of, or do believe of 
bim. And theſe Deponers : further ſay, That whe Pampblet, Entitled, The Experi- 
ment, or The Shorteſt Way with the Diſſenters, Cc. is a uillanna Tiecr, and 
full of Lies, and that rhe Afſperſion' thrown upon Mr. Late ward, in p. 4. i be un- 
deſerving ; for, as theſe Deponents further ſay, Abraham Gill bath Child, Abraham 
by Name, und burn at Coveney, before he came to live either at Maney, er Wellney. 
aud whombe owns and acknowledges to be his, and born of this Waman with; whon 
now cobabits, that is older than Efther, a Child which the ſaid Gill had:by bis Wife who 
is dead, (the ſaid Eſther being born at Wellneyn) And theſe « Deponems ' further 
ſay, That be bad alſo 4 Girl by this Woman with whom. be now: tives, (the ſaid Girl be- 
ing ſince dead I tbat was born at Wellney, before Efther aforeſaid, the firſt Wives 
Cypßild, was born. © And theſe Deponents further ſay, That about three: Days after the firſt 
Wife was buried, be the-ſqid Gill 100k unto him ibe Woman' with. whom: be how liver, 
* the ſaid Woman being at that time with Child, and brought 10 Bed of tbe: fame within 
balf a year of the firſt Wives Death, or #hereabouts. © And: theſe Deponents further ſay, 
That Thomas Beart was not Afflited in abe manner mentioned in the \Pamphlet afore- 
aid, nor was be concerned for what he bad ſaid or ſworn againſt Abraham Gill, heuing 
ſſworn nothing but the Truth," as theſe Oeponenis do aim: And vbeſe 9 | 
if v4 14 | Ther 
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ter Jah Thar be the ſid Beart died zils a true Jenitent, and of n0 other Diſtemycr 


* than w "uſually brivgs Men to the Graue. „noir S546 59) 10 , 191157 
Sworn perro re Hl, Thomas Morley, Gabriel Scott, 
of Wisbic G &c. * omind 1 18. Nicholas Scott, John Butcher. 
31223 i 748 iy | 


Thus Wickedneſs will come out. They were not content with one Baſtard, 
and we have directly 2 three upon him, in a few years of his Life: And 
the ſame undeniable Evidence that we have prov'd this, the Character of Thomas 
Beart is alſo fully Vindicated, from that impious Aſperſion they had thrown upon 
him, p. 12. ſaying, That [He died in « moſt borrible Manner, rotting. away, above- 
ground, ] as a Judgment of God upon him, for being an Adverſary to their inno- 
cent Abrabam Gill. The next Evidence we bring, that Gill had a Baftard Child, 
call'd Abrabam, according to the Tenor of Mr. Lateward's Oath, is the Regiſter of 
_Coveney, where that Child was Born; which Regiſter they have, notwithſtanding, 
che bn * 47 to alledge, as au undoubted Evidence againſt us; but let the 
f Y 0-88 DR / 


Regiſter ſpeak for it ſelf, 7 Fed 5:20 hem 
rely ne ee e x: Certificate from the Regiſter. +! d gig! 

| Febr. „ e os K Coveney Regiſters - 
Abrabam, zbe Son of Abraham Gill, and Elizabeth bis Wife, was then Baptized. 


SEE 1% Ih Wm. Auftin, Miniſter, 
WE do Certifie, That this is 4 true way ram ep OY 0 mot: 
— Thomas Mathews, George Clay, Cburtb. wur dun. 
The Son of this Tbomas Matbews was one of the Godfathers to this Child, which, 
notwithſtanding it was ſo openly Acknowledged at that time by Abrabam Gill, as 
the undoubted Father, was yet born in moſt wicked Adultery, or ſomething worſe, 
as we ſhall hereafter prove, in the Hiftory of his Infamous Life. 
To the aforeſaid Teftimonies, tho” they want no Corroboration, we cannot 
omit to ſubjoin the Information of Thomas Beers aboye-mentioned, one of the 
- moſt Reſponſible Men in'Wellney, ſince deceas'd, on the Remains of whoſe honeft 
Reputation; they haye-wreck'd the utmoſt of their Malice and Revenge, in a 
motſtiſcandalous, profane Manner, tho, at the ſame time, they bad neither 
the Face nor the Honeſty to publiſh this Information, for which all their Spleen 
was ſo deſperately bent againſt hing. r 
IĨ̃be Information of Thomas Bears of Wellney, &. | 
＋ His Informant ſaith, That about Midſummer time three years laſt paſt, Abraham Gill 
cane to the ſaid Jo ow ellne y, and by endeavous procured bimſelf to act as Chaplgin in 
tbe Chapel of the ſaid Town, and that when be came to the Town of Wellney, be brought 
with bim a certain Woman calFd Elizabeth, whom be then pretended was bus Wife, an 
with ber be then cobabited there, and had 4 Cbild by her, which be own'd, And, this 
 Juformant alſo ſaith, That about three weeks before Michaelmas was three years, about 
97 * the ſaid Elizabeth was brought to Bed, anotber Woman came after the ſaid Gill, 
and challeng'd to be bu Wife ʒ and that af terwards be admined vhe ſaid fecond Woman, 
aud alſo the ſaid Elizabeth, 10 cobabit and dwell ragetber with bim ibe ſaid. Gill, jor 
ume time, but the two Women not agreeing rogetber, the ſaid Elizabeth was poried 
rom bim, 4¹⁴ tbe ſaid Gill 4welt' with the Jecond' Woman, till ſbe died, and after her 
"Death; the ſaid Gill took the ſail Elizabeth'ro him again, about the very time tbe other 
man died, and bath well neat ever ſince cobabited with ber, and bad another Child 
y ber in the ſaid Town, and be ſtill doth cobabit with the ſaid Elizabeth: And ibis In- 
Formant ſaith, That the ſaid Gill is 4 great frequenter of Alebouſes in ibe ſaid Town, 
_ and elſewbere, and is 4 feunilafous Perſon, and ſpends twice w mucb ti mt in ſuch Hauſes, 
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© Sworn hefore Thomas Ypiovod, one of His Majeftixs nn anz 2 Tay 
uc of the Peace, Oc. jan. 31. 1701. D 2 Thus 
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Thus their Innocent, Perſetured aim, is evidently: prov'd- Guilty of Bigamy 
Adultery, or double Fornication, let em chuſe which they like beſt, and of Drun- 
kenneſs alſo, or which is to the ſame purpoſe, his continual haunting, of Ale- 
houſes. This Information of Beart's, bears Teftimony to Mr. Upwood's Affida vit, 
which they themſelves bave publiſh'd, and which, at the Cloſe of his Depoſition, 
gives Gill his whole Character in a few comprehenſive Words, L viz, That be was 
very Notorious in bis ill Life and bad Converſation, and 4 great Diſgrace to the Chriſtian 
Rligion.] What Religion his Friends and Patrons are of, who think it no diſ- 
grace thus to eſpouſe his Cauſe, we know not; but we leave the World to judge, 
what occaſion they had ſo inſufferably to Inſult us in this Point, about Gill's two 
Wives, and his Baftards, and, without meaſure, to Rogue and Raſcal Mr. Late- 
ward, telling us, That 277 bluſh for bim, to think ( if be is not bardened even be- 
yond the Father of Lies bimſelf ) what Confuſion be muſt be in,when be ſhall be ask'd to pro- 
duce this Child of Mr. Gill, or to name where it was born, when Regiſtred, or any Cir- 
cumſtauces of the matter. J. All theſe Circumſtances are now direaly and plainly 
made out, and yet, we hope, there is no great occaſion either for Confuſion or 
Bluſhing, on his fide, 7 | 8 3 

We have now prov'd all thoſe Crimes upon G s Life and Converſation, they 
themſelves give out we talſly Accuſed him of, excepting only that of his being a 
Swearer; for an Evidence of which, we offer this following Affida vit, from a 
Gentleman who accuſed Gill of it to his Face, when before the Juſtices at Wiſ- 
bich, and to which Gill himfelf made no deni. 


In Banco Regine- 
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Ohn Walſham, of March in the Iſte of Ely, and County of Cambridge, ®ſq; one of 
Her Majeſty's 75 1 the Peace for the ſaid Iſle, 5 tþ Oath, 2 Abraham 
Gill, ſome time Curate of Wellney, or Officiating as ſuch, is a Man of à very ill Cha- 
rafter and Reputation; and ſaith in particular, That ſome time ago being at Stow Fair 
in Norfolk, 4 Place year adjoining to the ſaid Iſte, be this Deponent went into 4 Booth 
in the ſaid Fair, with an Horſe-Courſer with whom be bad Buſineſs, and that ſoon after, 
tbe ſaid Abraham Gill alſo came into this Deponent's Company in the ſaid Booth,-no: 
. .-zben el Deponent, as be verily believes; and ſaith alſo, That during the time of 
bis tbe ſaid Gill's being in this Deponent's Company, the ſaid Gill ſwore + Rat Oats, 
in 4 Cuſtomary- way of Swearing, without any Provocationy, at which this Deponem was 
very much Scandaliz'd, the ſaid Gill appearing in a Clerg y-ryan's Habit, and afterwards 
took an opportunity ia rebuke bim for it, as which the ſaid Gill did not ſeem 10 be any 
way concerned. \ | 1 f 4 3 Mpc 


* 


Ml 153 Ye 8 JOHN: WALSHAM. 
one of Her Majeſty's Commilhoners, Se. 


Thus we think we have demonſtrated, beyond Contradiction, not a few of 
Abrabam Gill's enormous Immoralities, tho we have many more ftill behind, to 
the great Credit of his worthy Patrons, but they may thank themſelves for it; 
the Cauſe and the Scandal is all their own, We would not have given our ſelves 
the trouble to trace ſuch a Villain, nor ſhown the World ſuch an infamous Ex- 
ample of Iniquity, had we not been forc'd to it, in a neceſſary Vindication of 
Truth, and our own Innocence, againft ſo many baſe Falſifications, Forgeries 
and Perjuries, they had not only laid to our Charge, but themſelyes committed 
againſt us; and fince we have occaſion to mention theſe their common Practices 
once more, we will add the Teſtimonies of two or three little Forger ies beſides, 
to thoſe we have already prov'd upon ten 

The fir ſt is a Certificate from one Sydrach Whitworth, now teaching School at 
Vpwell, The Ogcafion this: One Richard Tokelove, an Evidence £ 2 in a 


- 
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ſcandalous Affidavit againſt Mr. Femes, and his Curate, ( penn'd and indicted by 


Abrabam Gill himſelf, as will be prov'd by Betr's Attidavit following) depoſeth po- 
ſitively, upon Hear-ſay, That Mr. James and his Curate were doth Forſworn, in 
carrying on a malicious Proſecution againſt this Sydrach Whitworth , till they ba- 
wiſh'd bim the Town, cauſing bim to be Impreſſed for a Soldier, as they did Gill: Tho' 
this Impreſſed Soldier is ſtill teaching School at Upwe. Indeed ſo far they are 
in the right on't, neither Mr. Fames, nor his Curate, had any hand in Impreſſing 
Abrabam Gill. But this does not excuſe Tokelove's Perjury, nor indeed any thin 

but his wretched Ignorance ; for we underſtand he is a poor deſpicable Fellow, 


(tho' they Mr. him over and over) and much ſuch an abandon'd Beggarly Wretch 


as Abr. Gill himſelf. | 
| The Certificate. „ 
Hu ig to Certiſie whom it may Concern, That I Sydrach Whitworth, do confeſs and 
acknowledge, that I bave beretofore given juſt Cauſe of Offence, to Mr. James, Mini- 
ſter of Upwell; but I do declare, That Mr. James aforeſaid, or bis Curate, never 
cauſed me 10 be Liſted or Impreſſed for.a Soldier, at any time. In witneſs whereof, I 
ſet my Hand ibis ſevemth day of March, 1706. | 


IVitneſs hereo as Svdract N a 
; Tho. 8 Eau. Sean, ydrach Whitworth 


But what is ſtill more ſurprizing, the poor Wretch Tobelove, voluptarily ſub» 
ſcribes a Certificate againſt his own Oath, in theſe words: 

Richard Tokelove, of Upwell in the Norfolk, do own / made Affidavit 

about an Arreſt made upon Abraham Gill, 4 far as I then knew ; But I do diſown 


. that I ever made any Affidavit about Mr. James or bus Curate's being Forſworn, upon 


Vine /s 


any account whatſoever, nor did I ever beat any ſuch thing. In wimeſs whereof, I ſet 
my Hand this 14th day ef Febr. inthe year of our Lord 1706-7. 
0 4 hy Richard Tokelove. 


"Robert Shaw, Wm. Whiting, Sarah Weft- 
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The other Papers contain Certificates from the two Macums, and one or two 
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| 1 Robert Macum, Sen. of Upwell in the Iſle of Ely, and ay 


more of Vpwell, whom they had introduc'd, with ſome others, in the 55th and 
56 p. making Affidavit, That Gill never had two Wives at once, but Marry'd one 


| r the d«ceaſe of rhe otherz That Gill was of 4 very ſober, pious Life and Converſations. 


ſuch an one as they deſired ſtill to be their Minifter. But for the Truth, both of 
the Matter of the Oath, and the Oath itſelf, conſult theſe Certificates» 


J Robert Macum, Fun. of tbe Pariſho Upwell in the Ie of Ely, Labourer, do omn, 
That I was perſwaded by one Mr. Jackſon an Attorney, and others, to ſet my Hand or 


Mar k 10 4 Paper concerning Abraham Gill, in the Houſe of James Willcock in Up- 


do deny bat I 100k any Oath concerning Gill; for I do not own. my ſelf ef Gill's Co 
_ gation, nor was I ever acquainted with bim, or ever went to bear bim in bis. Meeting 

 bouſe, or know any thing of bus Marrying or not Marrying two Wives, or one after 
. the-deceaſe of ibe otber, but by report. In witneſs whereof I ſer my Mark this 191th day 


of Mayg#t7 05 | 

Pn 
Rob. Shaw, Tho, Oxburgh, Rob Odey, Philip Bill. | | 

| of Cambridge, 

» do, freely own and declare, That I never took an 0ath for defending 1 after of Abr. 

Sill, nor do I know any thing of bis Marrying or not Marrying two Wives, but what I 


 bave beard by Report and Common Fame: That 1 never went 10 bear bim Preach, neither 


40 J own or defire him to be any Teacher of mine. Jn witneſs whereof 1 ſet my Mark, 
Febr. 6. 1706--7- | | 


well; which: Houſe I went then accidentally imo, and not upon 72 fat defign : Bus F 
e ö 


_ Wimeſs . » Robert (Macum (.) bis Mark. 


"Philip Webſter, Rich. Robinſon, Rob. Shaw. 
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T william Mann of | 
bat I made an Affidavit i 
I never made Oath that I knew apy thing of bis ME or not Marry 


I well knew, that the common Fame was, be coha 


Upwell in be Ine of Ely, and. County of Cambridge, 40 

ee that I never ſaw Abraham Gill of Wellne Drunk, Bur that 
Ing or 1 two Menz for 

ized with two Nomen at the ſame 


tine. Neither did I ever ſwear, That I knew Gill to be a Man of 2 piow, ſober Life 


and Converſation ; or thas Jever deſired him to be my Minifter, or ever 


went to bear 


bim Preach or Teach in my whole Life. In witneſs whereof T ſet my Mark,Febr.7. 1 706-7. 
Wimeſs. _ 9 Fat 2 ae William Mann (X) bs Mark 


"Tho. Oxburgh, Rob: Shaw. 


Becauſe this William Mann made Affidavit, by the perſuaſion of GilPs Friends 
and Agents, that he never ſaw Gi Drunk, tho* confeſſing at the ſame time, he 
ſaw him Tippling in Ale and Brandy for a whole Night together ; they make him 
ſubſcribe to anAthdavit of ſeveral Articles he knew nothing of: All which they im- 
poſe upon him, under pretence of the firft Oath 3 and took the ſame way with 
ſeveral others, to ſeduce them into Perjury, in behalf of his Character. 


6 . . 


Aere follows another” Certificate, from two Perſons of Maney, whom they alſo 
introduce, making Affidavits for Gill, tho“ they never mide\any 3 as Will here 


* . 1 - 


appears: 


7 2 A PSs, 84.2 49288255 
is is to certifie all Perſons whom it doth concern, That we whoſe Names 


ſubſcribed, do diſown, that we ever made an Oath in the bebalf of Abr. 


are hereunto 
Gill; /o that 


the Affidavit in the '51 and 52 p- of be Book, Entitled, The Experiment, or The 
Shorteſt Way with the Diſſenters, Sc.) is 3 * we never bauing ſwarn to any ſueb 


matter as i contained in the above-mentioned : 
le, Chapel warens. Edward 


Tho Freeman, Rob. Nea 


% 


| | » 10 AS witneſs our Hands, 4. 
Jan. 24. 17067. Sign d in the Preſence f Will, Page bis Mark 


Newborn. ; 


What need we any t. 2re ? They that can falſifie in two or three Affidavits, can, 
with the ſame Conſc e, do it in two ox three Thouſand: We have produced 
enough, both here and before, to make any Man living Tuſpe&, without a breach 
of Charity, that ſcarce any thing can come from their Hands, but what is Eatſhood 


and Forgery. 


19410 S001 AUS Doallbonrt . Nome lf Fo tor 
And now, for variety ſake, we will: change the Scene, a little, and give ſome 
ſhort Account of the Infamous Life of this notorious Impoſter, as it me volun- 
tarily to our hands, one time after another, from ſeveral creditable verſons ; for 
indeed we have ſo much/Roguery and Villany in the. preſent Caſe before us, that 


it was not wort 


h our time to enquire after more. 
* \ wit 4 7 7 5 
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"3 knw en 25) ot 120 Mie LIFE. of: Abraham Gill. Mor nn toe 
| * {Pr chami din is the Son of Robert Gill, of Rivington, in the Pariſh of Bolton! LM 


7 © 
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ors, 


Anand County'of Laneaſter, born in or abbut the year 665. but the Pariſ Re- 
giſter is deſtroy d. The Parents, Me confeſa, hear no ſuch Character as the Son, 
| {nA are inform'd, they were Fanatically inclin'd, as we may well imagine moft 
of the Inhabitants of Rivington to have been, firice:they formerly ſuffered à Non- 
conformiſt to preach publickly-in their Chapel, tho now that Niſagder is regu- 
lated, and only Conformiſts officiate there. But to make this Hüpeful young 
Saint ſtifl more of their on 1114 was brought up at La School, under 


the Tuition of the Reverend Mm BradlypaChis: ſlenting 


nends entitle him, tho 


dis certain, he was never in any Ordery, either Epiſcopal or Presbyterian, but 


5 ighbgurhood, as his. Diſciple did afterwards, in t 
poſe 


fome times took upon him old-Forth among the Country People, in his 
| | | „In he-Ifle of Ely. Theſe, we ſup. 
„are the Reaſons, that in their n Hiſtory of Abrabam Gil, p. 4. they are 


forced to acknowledge, that he had his Education partly amongſt the Diffenters. 
Let it be wholly, if they pleaſe, we give them up all the Credit of it; but they 


are reſolved we thould have our ſhaxe, which we cannot but take as a 


Tealon 
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kindnefs, by 


| | C 23 ) 
reaſon of the large Encomiums they every whete beftow-upon him; and ſo, in the 
aforeſaid Page, to our great ſatisfaction, they acquaint us, that indeed be. bad bis 
Education 171 of all at the Univerſity of Oxford, where be comme n. Batchelor of Arts, 
in Brazen-noſe College. From whence Conforming to the Church of England, ke entred 
into Holy Orders, and was admitted by the preſent Right Reverend the Biſhop of Cheſter, 
This is their Account of his Education, wherein they only betray their own Igne- 
rance; ſor we belieye the 'Upiverſiry of Oxford, will never allow them, that any 
one Commences: Batchelor of "Arts there, before Conformity to the Church of England. 
Sill in his forg?d Orders exhibited at Norwich, gives himſelt the Degree of Maſte” 
of Arts; (both alike true,) but in his forg'd Orders at Fobn Skey's, he gives 
himſelf no Title, either of Batchelor or Maſter; by which Diſagreement in his 
own Account, his zealous Friends might eafily have diſcovered the Fruth, it 
they had not been blinded either by Prejudice, Paſſion, or Ignorance; Bu: 
whether they will or no, this following Certificate will ſufficiently 'Vindicate, 
both the Uniyerſity- of 0xford, and Braztn-Noſe' College, from the Scandal of 
Abrabam Gilf's Edncation” oe et ne cnn oh | "2 
I The Certificate from Brazen- Noſe College. | 
I E whoſe Names are under-written, do Ke thoſe whom it may concern, That 
upon a ſtrict Se ch into the =" ff Books of Brazen-Nofe College in Oxford, 
wherein the Names of all thoſe Perſons enter'd into that College, are written, we do not 
find any ſuch Perſon as Abraham Gill 10 have been enter'd in, or to kave been of that 
College, for above threeſcore Tears laſt paſ t. 
AD eden A {7 Jo. Meare, Principal, 7 
Witneſs our Hands 3 ho. Hayes, FV. Pr. _) > of Brazen-Noſe College. 
N 4. 1705+ | CE Rob.Shippen, Fellow. Y:. n 
To return to the true Account of Abrabam Gil, after he left Rivington School, 
at the uſual years for Country Boys; inſtead of going to Oxford, as they pretend, 
he was taken into his Fathers Employment, which was Husbandry, and the 
Fuſtian Trade 7 But theſe, we ſuppoſe, being Vocations too honeſt for one of his 
Parts, which had led him to more ingenious Exerciſe, as we ſhall find hereafter , 
he procured himſelf to be entertain'd in the Service of the Honeutable Hugh 
Willoughby, Eſq;, now Lord Willoughby of Parbam, and his Mafter being Juſtice of 
Peace, Gill hecaine his Clerk. But the account his Patrons give of this Paſſage, . 
. 50, is much more diverting: They fay,that he ſerv'd the Lord Willoughby of Par- 
bam, as bis Chaplain, Steward, or Attendant, and that too before be was enter d into 
orders, as they confeſs, In which they do their Higb-Friend a great deal of Cre- 
dit, by preferring to his Honour ſo worthy a Chaptain, They pretend, in the ſame 
Page, we.carncftly ſollicited his Lordſhip, either to give us a Certificate againit. 
him, or to give none for him to any other; but we Topeal to his Honour; whether 
this be not pure Invention of their own, like that of Braxen-Noſe College before. 
Indeed after Gills Impreſſment, ve underſtand that his zealous Friends fent to this 
Lord, for a Certificate of his good Behaviour, but his Lordſhip honourably refufed 
it, as will be ſeen hereafter by his own Letter, They lay moreover to our Charge, 
that we regorted, his Tord and he had ſome Difference at parting, So we under- 
Rand they had, upon very good Reaſons ; but we never Reported it; for we knew 
nothing of the matter, till they themſelves informed us of it: Since which we have 
ſprung a little Light into this Aark Paſſage of their Saint's Life, and find, that 
whilſt Abrabam Gill was in his Lordſbip's Service, he was guilty of a great many 
ſcandalous Actions, many of which never came to his Lordſhip's Ear, as all his 
Sollicitations of the Women Servants to Lewdneſs, (notwithftanding he was then 
Married) alledging to one, That he Debaucb'd all the reſt. But ſome of his ill Pra- 
ctices came to his Lordſhips Knowledge, particularly bis Forging Warrants in bis 
Maſter's Name; for which he Cain'd him, and turn'd bim aut of his Seryice, as we 
find by his Lordſhips Certißcate, who, ia Vigdication of the Truth, has here 
freely given us leave to make uſe of his Name” „ 5 


(24) 3 
A Copy of a Certificate from the Right Honourable the Lord Willoughby of 
' Parham, ſent to Abrabam Gill's Patrons at London, by Mr. Aldred, a Difſenting + 
Minifter in the County of Lancaſte. n Yet a4 
7 His may certifie whom it may concern, That Abraham Gill, formerly of Rivington, 
ſerv'd me only as Clerk, when I was in Commiſſion of Peace, about 15 years apo ; and 
whereas I find in a Pamphlet, call d, The Experiment, Cc. ſeveral things ſaid concer + 
ning my ſelf, 1 declare them 10 be utterly falſe, excepting that Paſſage which relates 10 ſome 
Difference between bim and me at parting: For I, for very. juſt Reaſons, and particular] 
for Forging Warrants in my Name, Can d bim, and turn d him out of my Service ; who 75 
ter ward did a great many ill ibings, for which be was chaſed out of the Country. And that 
1 bave bad ſo much Evidence o bis running away with 4 Sirumpet, call4 Elizabeth 
Walmeſly, with whom I underſtand be now cobabits, 1has I bave no reaſon to doubt of the 
6 Truth thereof. And whereas the ſaid Abraham Gill ſwears, thas be bath Free-bold Lands 
in Rivington, to the yearly: Valus of eight or ten Pounds, and bath bad the. ſame ever ſince 
the time of bus' Marriage; I am * be neit ber bath, nor ever bad "ny ſuch Lands; 
and for that reaſon do take bim to be Perjured. And tho I commend the Vindication of bis 
Cauſe, as ſet down in the Book aforefaid, et 1 am ſorry tbat tbe Credit of the 7 
Intereſt ſhould be endanger d, by keeping cb 4 ſcandalous Fellow, as ] know Gill te be, 
among ft us 3 as witneſs my Hand, the 24 day of November, Anno Dom. 1705 © 


Thus we ſee, Abr. Gill's Lancaſhire Freehold, has no other Foundation, but his 
own Perjury; and this Certificate from two of their own Friends, cuts them ſhort 
of all excuſe, at leaſt for the ſecond Edition of their ſcandalous Pamphlet, and 
their perſevering in known. Falſhood. We forbear to make any Reflection on thoſe 
Words of the foregoing Certificate, {| Tho I commend the Vindication of his 
Cauſe, as ſet down in the Book ] becauſe his Lordſhip has been fo ingenious as to 
declare the Truth in all the reſt, and becauſe his own Certificate is a ſufficient Re- 
ply to the Book he mentions. And now to ſhow, to their laſting Shame, what 
little reaſon they had to publiſh that Book at firſt, and how wilfully they tranſ- 
greſs d the Truth, and bely'd their own Conſciences, we here publiſh the Copy 
of a Letter from the aforeſaid Lord 2 to his Diſſenting Friends in Lon. 
don, dated long before their Pamphlet was firſt Publiſuinde. * 


„ien, Shaw Plaee, Nov. 18. 174 
Here is one Abrabam Gill in your City of London, that bath formerly been a Servant 
of mine, but ſince has rambled up and down the erz bath appe ar d in ſeveral 
Shapes ; ſometimes acting as an Attorney, otber- while « Church of England Preacher, and 
nom they {9 be is gat among the Diſſemers. He hath bad 4 br of Tal lately at King's 
Bench, before my Lord Chief Fuſtice, and bath ſent down a ſort of Certificate, defiring me 
10 Sign it, in order to juſtiſie bis Reputation and Character, which I can by no means do, 
(nowing bim io be a very ſcandalow Mm. ISI 
1 defire you to enquire privately into the matter, if any of the Diſeming Party do «ſift 
bim, or be much concern'd in Vindicating of kim. I would by no means do any Hurt, or be 4 
cauſe of any x0 be done bim; but to adviſe ſome not to be led by bim; for if bis Charafter 
were fairly drawn out, which I am unwilling to do, it weuld be ſo te and Scandatous, 
that it would even be 4 Stain for any ſober Chriſtian, to be 4 Follower of him, or to ap- 
pear in bis bebalf. I only ſend to you privately, as 4 Friend, that if you ſe cauſe, you 
may caution your Friends, I bear Mr. Tutchin the nr bath made mention of bim, 
in ſome of bis Papers; pray, if you can, let him know, to defiſt 3 for none can expet any 
thing bus Shame and Diſgrace, that appears in bis Defence. (Iis pi) but I can ſay no 
otherwiſe, without wronging my Fudgment. Pray let me have 4 Line from you; when you 
baue enquir'd alinle into the ibing. His Lodging is, they ſay, about Cornhil- -'7 wonld 
nos bave you ina ke this Publicł, becauſe I would not have bis Perſon'burt, but would adviſe 
others not 10 be pr” by 1257 which is the only thing fear. This, with my Service 10 hon, 
and reſt of Friends, concludes 8 ns ENF 242 9%, e SOR 041 ANY 
| ft of 4 * * 7 * 7 SIR, Your, G.. 
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We mü do this Honourable Peer the Juſtice to confels, that his Birth and 
ality ſeems to have given him an Air of Ingenuity, and a concern for Truth 
and Virtue beyond molt of his Diſſenti 
N ſhould receive any Allay by a too viſible Prejudice to his Profeſſion 
Beſidevcheſe Authentiek Teſtimonies of the Notorious III-Life and Converſa - 
tion of this Lewd Impoſtor; we are well aſſured t hat his Friends and Patrons 
above, receiv'd ſeverat plain Informations to the ſame purpoſe, from Men of their 
on Party, not only: dut of Lancaſbire, but out of the He of Ey, ſome of which 
bad very ungrate ful Returns made them for their kind Admonitions, and were 
very il treated forthe Love they thew'd to the Truth. But to return to the fore- 
going Story! About the time that br. Gil was entertain'd in the Service of the 


rd . he married one Mary Haward (ſo her Name is ſpelt to us) of Da- 


r6;hury in the County of Cheſter, a Woman of good Fame and Behaviour, and 3 
Fortune too; for one of her fort; but all this could not oblige Gi! to make her 2 
Husband, or cure him of his Lewd Inclinations: For when his Maſter gave 
im leave on Sardrgay; at Night, to go home to his Wife, he generally turnd a- 
nother way; and kept Company: with Women of ill- Fame And about this time, 
he deb auch d one Margaret Chreichlyalies Darbyſbire,a poor half witted Creature, then 
in the Neighbourhood. After ſhe had given Notice that ſhe was withChild by him, 
he offer d her 257. to Father it upon another; and one Richard Foſter, whom they in 
their Pamphlet introduce certifying to Gilles good Character, was either to have pro- 
curd the Money, for to be bound for it: But the Simplicity of this poor Creature, 
made het more honeſt:an@ obſtinate, than ſhe _ otherwiſe have been. This 
Ailing, Git would have had her to give him the Meeting in a Wood, but neither 
whuld ut be prevaild with to meet him there; or any where elſe in private, 
2 either upon her on ſuſpicion, or her Friends ſuggeſtion, cha 


mer} he:try'd us chird, brought her a Cake, an have had her eat ſome of 
it, buy-by<bance the: cefus d to comply with his defires in this Point zoo. This 
Paſſigevcompar'd with the duſpicion he lay: under; upon the Death of luis Wife at 
malich, might induce one to believe that the Bellow would Rick ar no Villany in 
Nature-to”compaſsrhis'Ends, and carry on his Lewd Deſigns. Thus this poor 
Oreatute being more vblip'd to her Follyrhanher: Wit for her Preſervation, was 


: 


ar aſt delivetid of Child, and Pather'd it upon Abr. Gil: This Child was at fuſt 


put into the Hands of the Overſeer of the Poor, but ſoon taken our of his Hands 
again by one of his own Name, and difpos'd of ſo as the Mother and Neighbour- 
hood neuet heard more of it to this day, which undoubredly deſerves a Melizs 
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: Afeerithe Lord eb had Cudge ld G out of his Service for the Reaſons 
above mention'd; Su turn d a Prrry-Fogger, or little Sollicitor in Lancaſbire, and 
naturally fell into tis moſt mean and Knaviſh part of the Profeſſion ; therefore he 
had not long ſet up in that Trade, but he was charg'd with moſt Scandalous 
Practices, and in a mall F roceſs of Time, came to be very Notorious for forging 
Notes, Bills, Judgments, Letters of Attorney, taking Perſons into Cuſtody, and 


Levying Money upomthem;; as alſd for Counterferting Sheriffs Warrants, and 


County Krreſts, in which he was ſo expert and proſperous, that when Mr. Rigby 
was High-Sheriff for rhe County of he was heard to ſay, that before he 
could get his Seal wady, Abr. Gi/ly had ſeat our ſeveral Warrants in his Name, and 
was getting Money: apace by bis dextrous Forgery.” But the abuſed Country 
could-not-long bear theſe Knaviſh' Proceedings; therefore he was indifted for a 
Seſſions, which he remov'd to Laucaſte, Aſſizes 2694, but we 


Riot at the — 
ſuppoſe*hemighrflyithe Country before 3 came to an Iſſue. In the ſame Tear. 


Two 


% 


4% 
Let 
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Brethred, and were ſorry theſe, good 


| | t the was. 
he would Murther her. This r as unſucceſsful is the for- 
d wou 
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tween whom there were any Reckoning or exchang'd Goods, u 


3 
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Thra Indict ments for Forgery werte found againſt him at the Quartet - Seſſions, to 


which He Travers d, them rehnquifttd his [Tixaverſe and ſubmitted. Another In- 


dibtment far 9 ery: ſworn to. by 14 Witneſſes, was likewide: found againſt him, 
tao which fe tra vers'd as before; This Indictment and à ſcandalous 1 of 

his at the ſame time, were two of the things which eſpecially drove himrout of 
the Country; Which, craving the Readers Patience, we will felate more at 


large, becauſe the harden'd Villain may be diſcovered almoſt in every Circum- 


Nance 3& ne wn | 153 3 5004 © OEISASS F-44698 THAT EIT Gs 1 V4S, 37 PEO ; 
Ins or about May 1694, one Henry Sharreck failing in his Trade, went off pri- 
vately, leaving his Brother Milian Shurrech in Bond, with, and for him. This 
Willem, with this Solliciror Abr. Gill, ſuppaſing+ his Brother Henry was gone 
Northward; went in queſt of him as far as Lancafter, but miſſing their Aim, there 
Ar. Gill draws up a Judgment and Letter of Attorney from Henry Sharreck, to his 
Brother Milliam, which the faid Miiliam ſign'd before Witneſſes in bis Brothers 
Name. Abr. Gill with this forg'd Judgment and Letter of Attorney, falls moſt ri- 


ufly upon Henry 
i ing 


Sbarroc ł's Debtors, calls in all the Gods or Debts be gouũq, 
to him, hatraſſing and ſuing without Ne Perſon be- 


had not diſcounted, alledging that one Debt would not thicharge another, In the 


heat of this Fury and Proſecution, Will: Sharrech unwarily intimate the Secret t 


one of his Friends, Jeſbua Longworth by Name, who cquainted with it ſome of 
thoſe, whom Abr. Gill was then perplexing under Authority of his Villainous 
* Theſe Perſons repair for Juſtice to Jo — B&a: aJuſtice! of the 
ace, by whoſe Warrant Malliam 8harroch and Abr.:Gil;; were brought befor him. 
Both of them were bound over to the Seſſions, and bath gave Bail; upoh which 
thelq uſtice of the Peace advis dithem to indict Oil at the next Seſſions far Blirret 
Accordingly:they: took his Advice; and one Jen Pinnington was made the Profe- 
cmor ; but between this and the Seſſions, Ar. Gill ſlips over into Ireland, Where 
Henry Sharroch then abſconded, tells him his Brother Milian was utterly undone 
E eee 
on hit chat he brought overs a. Ut 1 how that;Borpoſe, and no. end 
Ve ce upon ali thaſe w had: har d him with Forgery. Homer, at %- 
chefter Saſhons; July tig tley took the Courage ta Iaditt him ef Barreeey, : He 
on the other ſide dicted fou fem for Deamation. All the Indiſtments were 
fund, and they travers d to each others: Indiftaicar;: Hut berauſe ur GH, was 
nored'for a Fellow full of Trick and EVaſion; a Motion was made and granted that: - 
ſomebody ſhould be bound with him to try his Traverſe, for which they ere fore d 
to accept of his Father's Bail. In the mean time Mr. Area an honeſt Noncon- 
formiſt Teacher before - mention d, who liv'd near the Parties concern on beth 
ſides; in hatted to Knavery and Oppreſſion, both Whick he was: well aſſhred this 
way; ſent to en Sbarruch to come over out o Irtland to teſtiſie the 
Fruth, which he did, and Mr Area entertain'd him in his . Where he was 
ready agaimſt the Seſſions, and procurd a Warrant to take n 
the Witnefles to the Judgment and Leiter of Attorney, Which having done, the 
ſaid Barlow confeſs'd upon h before N Starty, Efq; Juſtice of the Peace, that 
William Shurrack had ſign'd the aforeſaid Papers with .the-forgid; Name of his Bro- 
ther Henry Shatroch. By another Warrant he diligently ꝓurſued br. Gil, to ſecure 
him againſt che Seſſions, but to no purpbſe, for the Villain forthwith abſconded, 
and never appear'd again openly, till he out ran the Country: But before the Seſſions. 
tame on; G's Father, who was Bail for him, applied himſelf to John Pinmmingt on 


the Proſecutor, and for the Sum of Five Pound with ſome other Conſiderations, 


prevail'd with him to drop the Proſecution. ll. Sharroch e 


ind ſince that 
of all che Goods and Money which Abr. Gill got into his 
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y ark removing, from bie Brother in * went to live at Reber: ain, 
here tlie oy r. Gill then Sculk And. the two Impoſtors eafily filing into 
Confidence with one another, nn oys. young Gil to Ferch K. et 
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which the old Man was forc'd to agree with him, and g1e 155 ond 

ney, which Bond is yet to be ſeen. 9 this was not the laſt Trouble the Father 
been in upon his ungracious Son's Account, who was in ſuch haſt, When he 
Lancaſhire; that he never reckon'd with his Attorney, who thereupon Out- 


ng Saint's. g0 
| ER of his 770 Tory» of leſſer 


Kip ew 755 * conceal what fort "of one it was . the 


was by Order of at Mga: 8 * the room 


whereby his Office was *ipſo fad Void, 
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Wife, and turni ng 2 common 'Be 
bis eels and Se e 


Lanceſpire to the Iſle of E, trav 1 the Nation With 
Piat, ir üs aste e ee e them. Meth 25 
Note, u we ut t eans to em. to mention 

realy, eres mn even 
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mas he wok pan 858 Creditor taking his own Bond for 25 “. mbre and 0 ſet- 
7 1 i Liber us we have given 


bevy: a ſhort and. phinAtcoyat br this Difſen- 

hayiour and Morality, in his own Native Country, paſſing by | 
Note, aggravating. nothing for fear of prejudicing 

reden, any thing but u good Credit and Auchentick Evi- 


ting 


truth, nor 
Hence; for a further Confirmation of all w ich we will ſubjoin ſome Words of a 


etter to Mr. James, from Mr. Ra! Ih Banks, Town-Clark of iggan, one whom all 
2 thy Pines knows to be fir from che Character of an Hi er or Perſecutor of 
iſſe and who wiſh'd very well to Ahr. Gill, ar ſe 1 r his Fathers . 

b the, che Truth, too, apparent, would give him leaye. The Words in 
. an 


" There are very fer %. Bim ( L e. Abr. Gin) . grid! mid; ebe en 
s be :5 @ moſt Jen, 550 Fellow, and Wifey uy 5 this County, . of Mo fl nt 
the County Writs and ſeveral other 7 

Thus in ſhort, he gives him his Charakter, which agrees to the larger Account 


we have already} given of him: And, as" to his pretended flowing W or 2 e 

ae (ti he) mentions, that I fendt FI] 7 

in og: On 5 no. ſuch thing, fo though he be. 1 5 of this he- 
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hand Friend of the Fopiſh Party, and as för the Neft of his Life at chat time, 
Informations from all andy: agree, that he had the worſt Character of© 128 


Man that ever livd in the Country © "The Character of a common Fo 


Warrants, County Arreſts, Judgmeyts,” Lecters'of Arenen of For; 
before Marriage, Adultery e at 1 9 55 


at laſt runging aWwa Fro bi tf | 
hy, Vagrane wit ana ns eo 


We ſhall now be at a loſs to = this Diſſenting PM 1 Progreſs, from 
$s'Trufl 4 
veral Occurrences of E you Spry 


Darby Goal in rhe way, fince N * it 10 1 at” dur f 
We we aecus d U th 


ar: chi Sarge £7 259407 WE 1 0 2 © 8 64's n 


9 +> ” = - 
144 4 o wy * — A 4 6 8 * * £ 3 Law 
AN. * * ; SYS 27 4XYS Fat 2 241100 18 
” " . 5 * | of - 
© # * 1 7 d * = ». p : 
# s 4 3 : * *. W 4 | ; * 4 of \ 14 12 141 4 * EY = , -. 
% L ” Jn * 
7 9 . . : "4 9 F l þ 
* 2 , "IE. " FEE . * 0 « 4% \ SIG 
* 
p 0 4 . J . » bt” 'S | p 
* , x y * . * "- 25 
9 — 0 * 4 ” a 4.5 y "FF; N at. * 4 * * 13 


r A 
The firſt certain Account) we haye of him (for we will write nothing but plain 
P. 37 FEW... a, 4 44 3% 5% : | 1. a é . . 
Aud certain. Truth to che belt of our mne is his Arrival at 9 75 an ob- 
Pur 717 in the Ille of Ely, together with Elizaberh Hal meſſey (His now te- 
tended Wife) both of them in a ragged Beggarly Habit. With this Compaiic. 
Sit and Lewdneſs,” who then alſo paſſed for his lawful Wife, he lived (o: 
e time at the ſaid Covent, in a poor neceſſitous Condition, firſt by Begging. 
afterwards by hiring himſelf to common Days Labour, where the People could 
put him to no ſlayiſh Buſineſs, which ſeem' d at all below him either by Nature or 
ducation. This confirms the Account we have given of him from Lancaſbire, 
viz." hat he was brouglit up in Husbandry in the firſt and honeſteſt part of his 
Life. Now Ter any one jad gewhat Pretence ſuch a Lewd;Vagrant,Beggarly, mean 
Wrerch as this had to exempred from the Act for Liſting of ſuch idle Vaga- 
bonds into the Army, for we hope by this time the Diſſenters will not contend 
for the Credit of his being a .Diſcnring Teacher. Phy "He n 
Ar this Coverey above-mentioned 8% had a Child by Betry Walmſley, his Strum- 
pet, call d*4br. Gi, Kill a living Inſtance of his Lewdnefs, as we have ſufficient]; 
proved in thefrk part of rhisReply, And this @meWoman,as we are infbrm d, was 
Teady to lie ig of another Child at Welney, before his Wite traced him thither ; for 
by ttime be had procured hiimfelf t TAE 7 in that Chappel by virtue 
= Fotged Orders; which tie Fe lately received from the Biſhop of 
| 112 %, tho! the Authors of, the Experimeat, &, acquaint us in the be inning of 
eir Pamphler, that lie entred into, Ordets when he left Oxford which even by 
their own Account of his Life, mult not only be ot Cer before this Paſſage, 
— buit;before che Dare of his Otders leftiat John Skey's, which they ſo ſolemnly affer- 
em eon do have berckr e. 
* r firſt Wife had by a1 he and tedious ſearch, trac'd him out at Welhrey, 
coupled to another Woman, with 'wliom he fled 905 of Lancaſhire, ſhe poſitively 
challeng'd him for her Husband, to the ſurprize of ſeveral 1 then preſent; 
But the Fellow himſelf not much diſmay d at this ſudden Di 5 6 put on a 
| e faieable * his Actions, told the Peg N tho“ the called him hey 
Dear, ont of pure AﬀeSion to his Perſon ;, Yet the was only z neat Relation, and 
er. the nine. days wonder was a little aver, he took chem both to one Bed 
„ and-liy'd with them in open Lewdnels, 


retended to ha 
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and Noa, ai A. wi nels, in actual daily Adultery: for a 
<qnſiderable time, ROPE thewing any; Concern at it, in Preaching and Pray- 
ing in q mot 4 45 ig manner, eſpecially in the Opinion of all the good 
| Siſters is Godly” Congregation, who were inconceiveably fond of him, and un- 
28 bly Ks os im, even 20 that . 4 © e ec neſs was 
wet Notorious, and Sagrantamongſt them. At laſt the rwo Women difagteeing 
"han vo. ke forced to remove 1 he firſt wad 0 into the Cote 
_ ny, and publicty own: the orher as his Lawful Wife, with the ſame. uncon- 
_— A Rane e. had before denied her. However, his Fleſh and Affections 
till hankered after the other Strumpet, as the moſt forbidden Fruit, and therefore 
he kept heſtor his: Lewd Purpoſes at a neighbouring Town called Downham, in an 
obſcure Scandalous Ale-houſe, kept by the Woman, who afterwards was Married 
to John Smith, two of Gifs moſt;creditable Evidences. In the mean time he uſed 
oriex yoor Woman 24 darbarouſly ar Home, and if publick Fame fpeaks any 
mg of Truth, brought her to her End long ore Neg Tine. For befides the 
ÞAnformarion we have in Mrs. Todd's Aﬀdavit, this was then the Common Report 
_ of che Country, and the good People of the Neighbourhood fill remember it 
Wien st and Abhorrence. However it was, upon her Death, the Fellow not 
being aße to conceal his Joy for her Departure, rid immediately to the other 


Women, aul brought, her back to Welney.; ſome of our Affidayits fay one, ſome 
; wil | | 3 11 | 52 
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for his Villanies, making Havoc 


R 
two; but none tbove three the Wet the Death & the other. Aki pow pave, 95 
he was Married to her in chat Interval 30 time, and wi 4984 his Mourh, as 
had done no harm, for calling, and uſing her as his Wi 
Juſtices of Mibgech examin d him about this Marriage, he could . them n 
Anſwer to any Satisfaction about it. However, were they Married, or no 
was brought to Bed of a Child in leſs than half a Year after the Deceafe o 1 7 
other Wife. Thus this bold Impoſtor, a Devil of Iniquity in Humane Shape 
liv'd in barefac'd Wickedneſs' a ar, Fang, an obſcure corner of the World, bel 
of poor Souls, and Revelling without contr 
in all Engrmities chat WET. either for his Pleaſure, or his Profit; made Rothin 
to forge Licences, 4 or 50 in 2 Year ; 8 Married all Perſons who came to q him, fro 
all Places. of the Nation, Night agd Day; for which 55 Lawleſs W 7 70 Was we 
known, and noted in all che adjacent Counties, One riotable Inſtance of th 
| kind, ,,amongſt many others, we cannot forbear to relate, to ſhow the Confid -F 
Vick Fellow, ay to pour a pirch of Inſolence Men willarrive at by ſucce 
dneſs, an 20s 4 . 1 
entlem an of 500 e n che County of. Fan e ton, 1955 
a nights and Na Chi '% 0 &d'by. his garden ire? Ke Rag driv 
ſter and Miſtreſs fo ien ouring Town, 9 bo * five 101 es 0 
12 blogs them more ſecure, to the dach. ries, rid back to his Maſt 
duſe, and with the help of 5 Horſes convey'd the poox young Creature 
Welney, where his Friend 4br, Gill coupled them in Marriage before the Morning. 
The HigheSheriff of the 9 — Mr. Plot by Name, . a Relation of the you 
Rnd com Hine, Net OHA uixe alte ker, ro "Gill ſevere "t 
Task for what he had 912 ene el How was To far from being concert 
he Villainy % the AV 'or oY Penalty, of the Law that was threaten' FR 
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84 ſo little daunted, or e by 55 Character and Anthority of the. 1 
*.* 9 


yet 4 the 


1 65 bigs the that 5 105 f High Sherriff iQ 3 conterapruous mat 
is Daughter 1 r t to im u 2 the count, he he w 
Her the' fans Kinda * or, W $ K hat E Ga 10 * ts 0015 
vl hi Nay wi 1 l 75 acy © ap" 92 585 She pee 
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0 Nth Dr. Grigg in | 
"the Ives. FA Scandaliz' FEY 4, In e aa 
would have "Mey F ofecyted him, had not Sik th eath Pre revented 
them. Mr. Hela, tho" he. enjoy'd the Behefice 997 1% Thort time, TRIW2 
Indifpos' d Molt Of it, yet took 975 to prepare AM lg 9 5 for the Proſecu- 


tion; and conſulted both the Bifhop of his Dioceſs, aa the Bi f Ne 72 about 


it, as his Brother Dr. Fellow of Chri {College in es 
to us under his on Hadd,'s vt 7 122 a to vin ate 5 505 e 
from the Scandal wo « 00 . e Me 
1 WP.) in the 5th 'of their nne Ze THE 2K 2 
ald not 2 one 0 mol Mr. Gil 55 4 507 1775 
Had Part: I all Admonition-and Repro . 3 10 98 
rhe 


who were cally ſeduced by ill ee aud! many 0 ps 
of their Tea „he, at jak, P Proſecuted him at Norwich, an ab it FIR A alone 
ſuſpeſted,  foun his Orders to de Forg'd, 155 which they ive 4 ſeveral Cita- 
tions for Appearance; but he never once ſhowing his Face in the Court,” av” 9901 
falſly II that he did p. S. he rings at laſt Wer for Forgery,.; 
other Enormeus Crimes, as; may be ſeen by the Co 15 ft ee 
amonglt the reſt of our 1 at the Place aforeſaid» From which 10 
gation he was never yet abſoly d, or ever endeavour'd. to Db. himſelf” dF the 
Crimes there: laid to ts Charge. After he was, Excommunicated,. the Chi 
Doors were ordered to be ſhut againſthim, and a'Proceſs commirted! to Sir 


*. 


G 3k; )) 
miſhanent ; but he Abſconded before 
e @ boſe upon | s leman can very well teſtify, 
age wi gt with-'t 5 aal Confidence, p. 9. that, 644, never 
concea ae —— Abſcoded,, or fled from Juſtice at any time. 

er 2 had skulk d up and down the Country for ſeveral Weeks together; 
his Family was firſt removed to-#alſoker;,'a neighbouring Town, and then all pri- 
vately ſtroll'd together into Fear Ci ſtill Counterfeiting a Miniſter of the 
Church, and at Buinghrook-i0 the aforeſaid County, as we have already given. Ac- 
count, endeavour'd to impoſe — Mr. Cooper, 8 Miniſter of that Town, with 
whom they p Orders and Letters eſtimonial,. not from the Biſhop of. Cheſter, by 


Ne 


the the Proce 


whom t retend he was . but under the Forg d Hand and Seal of the 
late Lord hop of Ely": Cooper detecting the Impoſture, entertain'd Gi4 as 
he deſerv'd. with a om a Conſtable, from whom he made his Eſcape, 
and fled to his Diſſenting Friends at Combridge, There Gil was ſeiz'd at the late 
Biſhop of E/y's'/Requeſt;7and in the Town-Hall before all Perſons, then preſent, 
both of che Church, and others publickly and politively deaied his E yo 9. 
nation (now ſo Solemnly and; Vehement vouch'd by his Party, p. 4. J.) a5 the 
n Cx fb Matter of Jeſus College, then Fice Chancellor of the Univerſity, 
can with 9 ſufficiently teſtify. After this Gil was, brought ro the 
General Sr kg to mY for the. Miſdemeanors, eden which he of- 
fer d his Cerrisrari, to have his Cauſe; remoy'd above; but the Juſtices knowing 
him to be à Notorious Impoſtor, and fearin ring by by this Certiorar;, he might eſcape the 
Penalty which was due to his long Train laimes; and Dr. having then 
ia his Hands Gils Forged Orders from the Bi 2 8580 and ſeveral — 


wy of Evidence mag im 1 ed to q from the Chancellor of Nor- 
wich, Npon this moſt of them, Bench Like „Wwaited upon the ora 
Gli Juſtice Halt then holding the A — — ridge, acquainted his Lordſhip 


10 the Caſe Kood, whereu on. he-ifh ues: out is Habeas Corpus, to remove him to 
the Aſlizes at Norwich. imme mak enſuing, Wien the Forgery there might 
more calily be prov d upon 2 ut as the was often kind to him, tho he 
owes him che greater Shame ar laſt, he miſs'd of his Deſerts here too; for no one 
coul e to come in anſt him, either as. Evidence, or Proſecutor, becauſe 
cha vw e nſult, and d prepare or the Try. 
« he A Aft | $ be for Gil 1 th her, 10 moſt material Wit- 
neſſes ivingrat.a gs 


1 op Cheſter, whoſe Infirmities 
male Dan mag3 uaRght It Fate 
ic 


Journey, tho! he wanted noZeal, in any 


Cauſe that ation of 10 00 hurch, and his own 5 iſcopal Dig- 
nity. Bel Fx th Felon 2. Conſiſtori FE vely concern'd.to er 
a5, Norichy 6p ed make and jealous of cheix o Jui iſdiction and Privilege, 


wy 45 Sof, . their N 925 3 into e 
we are inform d, 1t te amo tae Lawyers themielves, 
* it could one or no, aving the Rights of the Eccleſiaſtical Court. 
By this means the Rogue came off impune, and was ſet at Liberty again at the 
uſual time, after the {ſizes were over. Nor is chis the firſt time of a thouſand 
that a juſt Cauſe has fallen, or a great Offender gone unpunilh'd, for ſome ML. 
management in the Profecution,, gr Oyermicety: in the Law. Now the Fellow 
grow — ſtill moce; harden'd and Inſalent, upon better luck than he deſery'd, or 
calls arrogantly 7 the Over - ſeers af Mellney, to maintain him, and 
bi whole Family; tells at ouſand Lies both of the _y. of Norwich, and Cheſter, 
That his Friends had prevailed with them to Ae all his Faults; That they 
had now. openly eſpous'd his Cauſe, and rebuk'd his Adverſaries ; And that they 


unwi Hing make a Wer AgAIN i. chem Ives, by removing any Cauſe 
5 y.had already taken C 


the 


2 to. reinſtare him in the Curacy of Wellney, and ſuſpend Mr. James from 
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the Living of Upwell. ? The Country ending in we of his Prodigious 
: N who had always ſoe Law Term at his Tongue's end, to terrific 
them with : hd opens: + of unc, eonſent to make a large Allowance tro 
his Family, whilſt he himſelf rid up and down the Country, with a good Horſe 
under him, living, it may be Tappos'd, of free Booty wherever he cbuld get it. 
This way which was ſo eaſy and ſuitable ro his Inclinations, tis probable he 
would never have forſaken; bur the Akt of Parliament for imprefling Soldiers, 
making, at firſt, a great noiſe in the Country, and all Vagabonds beſtirring'them- 
ſelves to ſet upon fome Buſineſs or other, for an exemption; he, amongſtłthe reſt 
of that Crew, fearing it would fall immediately to Ris ſhare, found there was no 
other way whereby he could hope to eſcape the AR, but by gathering 4 ſew idle 
Fellows like himſelf together, and ſetting up à ſeparate Congregation in well, 
of about ten or fifreen People, we ſpeak the moſt} and hope never ſo many went 
to hear him for any other cauſe but Curioſity. The Miniſter of che Pariſh as 
ſoon as advertiſed of it, -examin'd into the whole Affair (as his — nb of 
liged him) and finding the Meeting in all Circumſtances unlawful, informd 
the Neighbouting' Magiſtrates of it. They ſend their Warrant for Gu, wich 
Directions to find Sureries for his good Behaviour :'For _ ime he eſcaped- 
the Conſtable, by skulking dut of one Liberty into another; the Town of Upwell 
lying in two Counties, but at laſt he was cateh'd, and brought before the Juſtices 
at Micbeceh; where one of the Gentlemen asking him Why he turn'd from pre- 
tended Miniſter of the Church tobe à Diſſenting Texcher ? he confeſsd in plain 
Terms, that he only did it for a+ Livel E reply'd; that chis 
might have been as good an Excuſe for Picking of 'Pockets; that he expected 
he would have anſwer'd he did it out of Conſcienee ; but ſinee he fairly confeſdd 
he wanted>-a Livelyhood, ſome of them tei him they might in time take 
care 1 one, or Words to that effect. However, ſince he pretended 
to be a Diſſenting Teacher, they knew how much it conrerm d them th protect 
cautiouſly; therefore they examined him ſtrictiy and eireumſtanciahy, Whether 
he had ever qualified himſelf according to the A, coemmonty cd che 43 of * 
Tvleration; at what Feſſions of Peace he 'had 7 75 kis Subſcriptions; nd taken 
the Requiſite Oaths to the Government; as all Diſſenting Teachers,” ate, without 
doubt, obliged to de, as well as the Miniftef& of the Church (the Ps not” 
a few of them would be found rardy in this point, were it avifntin'd intö) In 
ſhort, after they had demariled-whathe Bad coflew for-theſt” Legal Qualifica- | 
tions, where his Certificates br Licences were, for holding ene Conventicle ;- | 
he had nothing to ſay, or to ſhow for himſelf, but a , ridiculous Paper, which 
he and his Friends have ſince impos d upon the World, under” the Name of a Li- 
cence, without any Date or Witneſſes to . Gif,” ot 
the Name of any other Teacher." For the Gentlemen's cleater Vindication, we: 
here 8 à true copy. of it, taken from the Original. Paper ix Telf;5 arinex'd! 
to Juſtice Edwards's Aﬀidivit}; ffequently ptochue & ay the” 4 x "Bench. and 
13 YDTSFE 997 75010 bp 60% 2% ol 


now fil'd in the Office. * wm" 96% 20070 9309 SOTO: 


Hirt 87. * be nat Bo amay gon, 8 
B' Vrtue and in Purſaance 72 certain Clauſe of Protiſo in this behalf mentioned; and 
contain d in an Att of Parliamiht or Statute," mit id the _ firſt Fear of the Reign of? 
King William and Queen Mary, Int;tited An Act for exetnpting their Majeſty's Pro- 
teſtant Subjects, dr om the Church of England, from the Penalty of cer- 
tain Laws} Theſe ave hümhblj ro Oertifie,” and "tis hereby berti fied unto the Worſhipful John 
Jeoffry Clerk, A. M. "Arch-Dedcon of the Arch-Deanery' of Norwich, that the" dwelling 
Houſe or Barnof Richard Tokelove,' of Upwel, in the County of Norfolk; it #' Plate 
uſed, and ti be uſed. for holding and tec hing Meetings, and Aſſemblies of diert Perſons, of 
Her Majeſty's Proteſtant Diſenting' SubjeRs, Diſſcriting from the Church of England, fer the 


Exerciſe 


* 


* 
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G 


Ereiliſt of Rotighvil 2 In Witieſs whereof, T bive" bereudte lt my hand, 
this ——— day of Anno Dom. 1701. 


3 Vi 7 4 1 J. N a i: 
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Cepia hujurmodi Certari j exbibita fuit, per ſupra nominaruze Richardum Tokelove, certi- 


IP oc a Regiſtrum, die Penerabilis viri Archius Archinatus Norvici. die 
nfis Anno Dbm . 170}, 
n , 2 Nicho. Brown. 
ue 
8 x 1 1 2 228 N 5} wrt4 ne; * 275 une . 


Here we! ain Pidicurbny th both k gon the Form and Style, want of Witiieſſes, 
and want of Date, that this was only a t cl Shuffle of 5 own awkward In- 
vention, But, as Mr, Edward: depo „they had other convincing Reaſons to 
_ ir to be a ſilly piece of falſi 79 5 AS ry that all the Gentlemen preſent, 
very well knew, thar'the Worlhipful Jahn Jen Ry not the Arch-Deacon of the 
Deanery to which- Upwelt did be ng ; and that, ſecondly, ſeveral Gentlemen 
then reſent, did aftirm, 3 the Name, N.cho. 1 77 waß not that Mr. Brown's 
Hand-writing, they * * c U acquainted with ſame. And to ſhow even by 
= own Confeſſion, that this wat a foul Forgery, xh ey duſt never after and 
by this ae Licence, tho' ſeveral times urg d to + for indeed, Mr. Brown 
2 — Death, had declar' dit to be none of bi Hand-writing ; therefore in 
the rk page of the Pup ble, they have chang'd thisprerendgd Licence, for ago- 
ther ofrhe nme Strain, ox worſe; for they make this laſt to mn only for [4 d. 
g Hynſe or "Barn bf Up „ in the County 8 Norfolk] Without mentloning whoſe 
Barn it ic as if De kept 1 u 115 on l for Meetings. However 
eren Paper a "Dare. which the bad ney and in the Place where N- 
ho. e the Regiter's Name ſtood iid Subſc be Richard Tokelove, Gill's old 


BRO ae Barn was, His firſt Meetipg-houſe. But to beyond Contra- 
4&8 thif neither the one nor the 98 of theſe Papers, pretended Licences, 


or Certificates * ttue, we LA fe the W Mp rome of parolingtbe en 


Ne voy ** e 2 G mid 309} h. 2) 
ä ; —_ VL . 41 el to I FN oth @ 1 / 
v2 "20 blo y 1. 6409 od ons v4 bono, 
bang? vin ri {rt 1 e he uths 2: In ELK Regine. 
. F ? - L N 


K ACT HAR Vit Y of the City Norwich, Glerk . the P/ inci al Regiftry of 
the Lord Bp. of Norwich, N Ogti Ra he . has oh . the Excoms 
municativnn her cunts MM and ! the gef ate tberedn | written, e the Publication theredf, 
be theOr; inal une 1 . 11 4 ot Princ: 92 Regiftry of the ſaid Biſbop 

Norwich, and th Hel! 4 12 thereof, . and agrees therewith ; and this gi 

2 Further aith, 1 Abr. Gill in the aid Excommunication, and y thereof 

nex'd; named, "Bayh foo eee 40 days and upwards, is ſign, by the 2 N 

Lord Biſhop 0 orwie in order 5 to obtain theQueen' $5 MajeſtiesWrit de 33 
catoCapiendo. * rh; Diponent further ſaith, that he has carefully examin'd the File of 
Certificates remaining in the HER fry of the [aid L»Biſbop of Norwich ; whereon Certifi- 
eates for Certifying Meet ing-bouſe es es fer Proteſtant O. enters, are fi” 45 r four Year's 1 paſt; 
and that it doer not 4 er any Certificate or Certificates g here "that the Houſe, or Out- 
houſes of Richard keloye, of 0 U wel in the nk of Ix, is, or is to be cer- 


tied into "the as "Regiſtry, to 15 [ct arpart ay Meeting Place _ Proteſtant Diſſenters, 


according 


* 
- 


6340 
according te 8 late Alt of Parliament made in the Reign of their late Majeſtiei, King Wil- 
liam * Mary for that Purpoſe. © 4 — 2 F , alas . 

Sworn June 11, 1704 at ae, 


Norwich, before me, 


* 


N * 
1 4 1 — ® 


James Demee, Oc. 


The Excommunication mention'd in the firſt part of this Aﬀidavit, till ſtands 
od againſt Gil/ : Therefore it may well be propos d as a Query; whether any 
Perſon Excommunicated for ſuch enormous Crimes, as are there, mention'd can. 
before Abſolution, never ſo much as endeayouring his Purgation, ſet up for a 
Lawful Piſſen ing Teacher : But if this be carried againſt us, the latter part of rhe. 
aforeſaid Affidavit, proves the legality of the Conyenticle, Suge it was never. 
Certified into the Biſhop's Court, as is expreſly! provided by. the A& commonly. 
call 4 the f# of Teleration, to eo.» 
Thus upon plain Demonſtration of Gil/'s keeping an unlawfulMeeting, and upon 
ſeveral Accuſations beſides againſt him, for his divers groſs Immoralities, ſo no- 
torious to the whole Country, the Juſtices demanded Sureties for his good Be- 
haviour, as the leaſt thing, 575 ſtice Edwards, we could do, not {pond do | 
as they have falſified his Aﬀidavit. The Warrant to the Conſtable 
Gif to bring his Sureties along with nin, by, hich Gill had at leaſt gy five. 
days time to-procure chem; pt to ſhow th Juſtices were no violent Men, or 
ready to throw him immediately into Goal, how much ſobver he . deſerv'd. it: 
They gave him ll more time to find Sureties chat day in Wirbeech, a Place 
not tam'd for any Violence againſt rhe Diſſenters; and this roo, at. a time when 
moſt of Gill's Acquaintance, both of elne and well, were before. the Juſtices, 
upon Pariſh Buſineſs. Notwithſtanding this, not one Man could. be found: to 
anſwer for his good Behaviour : Not kis own de Friend, Jaſchh Cole, tho“ he. has 
{wor ſo largely to fiis Commendations'fince” Upon this, Mr. Thomas Edwards, 
and Mr. Joſiah Colvill ſign'd his Mittimus, and ſent him to Goal. At the Mies 
held for the He, not long after, in the Town of Misbeech, The Juſtices for the 
faid Iſle, upon deliberate Examination, and by the beſt Council could be taken, 
of Men of no immoderate Principles, adjudg'd Abr. Gill over and above lyable to 
the Act of Parliament for impreſſing Soldiers, and by the general Conſent and 
Satisfaction of all honeſt Men, whether High-Church 'or Low-Church ( if they 
will have that diſtinction.) They liſted him out of Goal, with ſeveral . other 
leſs Offenders, under Captain Henry Marſhal of Colonel Alexanuer LutterePs Regi- 
ment of Marines. We will not deny, but that one of the I ces did make ſome. 
Heſitation about G/1''s pretending to be a' Frecholder in Zencaſhire;.. but the reſt. 
of the Gentlemen judging that to be a pretence only to gain time thinking it an 
improbable and unreaſonable thing, that a Fellow, who had by hi nſelf and his 
Family, been fo long and fo great a Pariſh Charge to the poor Han et of Hellney, 
and had firſt come a Beggar Into the Country, ſhould be a Freeholder in another. 
County,efpecially of 12 J. per annum, as he now pretended. - Upon theſe Reaſons 
the aforeſaid Juſtice wasconvinc'd, and no other Objection was made againſt his 
Liſting, but he, and all the reſt, unanimouſly conſented to it. To. this purpoſe 
the Judges of the Queen's-Bench declar'd, at no Juſtice of the Peace were. 


obligd 


a 


| 


(35 
oblig'd to take the Word of any idle Vagabond, who ſhon1d pretend he was a 
Frecholder dt an Hundred Miles diſtance, or to deferr the Execution of Juſtice. 
upon any ſuch Account. However, the Gentlemen here proceeded with ſu 
Caution and Moderation in this Affair, that they promis d Gill, if in any rea- 
ſonable time he could make it appear, he had either any Freehold, or any Vote 
in Elections, he ſhould forthwith have his Diſcharge. If we may believe Juſtice 
Bellamy own Aﬀidayir, Prited in the 45 p. of their Pamphlet. In this Impreſs- 
ment: neither Mr. 7ames, nor his Curate Mr. Lateward, were any ways in the leaſt 
concern d, as They themſclves-pleaded in the Queen i- Bench; tho introduc'd in the 
2 che Principal Actors in it. Mr. Fern indeed Prebendary of Ely, was one 
of the Juſtices preſent at the Impreſsment, his Commiſſion and Duty obhging 
him to attend the Aſſizes; but he could neither have any Power, nor Part in the 
Impreſsment more than the reſt.” He Id at 20 Miles, diſtance, and knew no- 

. thing of the affair, till he came to the Aſſizes, and therefore could be no ways 
Inſtrumental in perſecuting Gill, or lending him to Goal as they pretend. Vet 
notwithſtanding all theſe" Clergymen had. ſo ſmall a ſhare in this Tranſaction, 
the General: Gt of the Party went againſt them, They, were every one clapp'd 
into an Miſormetton in the Queen, Bench and | Mr. Fern an Eccleſiaſtical Juſtice | was 
writ in large- letters in the Forefront of their Pamphlet, to caſt the greater Odium 
on the Clergy, and to ſhow the good Charitable Intent for which it was publiſh'd. 

After Captain "Miva! had kept his new liſted Men ſeveral days at Misbeech, 
time enough for Gill to have prov'd his Freehold, if he could have done. it; he 
march'd them towards Londen, through Ely, where Gill getting to the Speach | 

P 


- 


— 


| Ex, of a 
God ly-Siſter of old Acquaintance, conſulted with her how ſhe might ſtop him 
there by arreſting him; but het top forward Zeal betraying their deſign, the 
Captain had Notice of it, and prevented the Plot, by marching him to Cambridge. 
But chere he fell into the Thick of the Fraternity ; for here Abr. Gill deſerted from 
kis Quarters, got his old Kirk Companion Jardine to Arreſt him in an Action of a 
conſiderable: Sum, and ſecure him in the Tol-bv9th; where Captain Marſhal was 
forc'd to leave him, and with no ſmall regret, loſt a very able bodied Soldier, 
ag his former Exploits bear Witneſs. . After this Eſcape by an Arreſt of their own 
contriving. The next thing they ſtudy is Revenge; and from Cambridge Gil ſends 
a long Information to e full of bitter Invectives, and ſcandalous 
Accuſations againſt che Juſtices that liſted him, and againſt Mr. James and his 
Curate, © confidently ſty ling himſelf by moſt Audacious Perjury, s Lawful Teacher 
to a Biſſenting Congregation of ſeveral Hundreds of People. This immediately ſtartled 
the Court; and at the Motion of his Councel, they were about to grant an Infor- 
mation againſt allthe Gentlemen, till an Honourable Perſon Sir James Montague 
by Name, the preſent Soliciter General (for we belive he is not aſham'd of the 
ſe?) | Rood up and acquainted the Bench, that tho' he was not entertain'd as 
Councel for any of the Defendants, yet he could not but ſpeak ſo much in their * 
behalf, chat he knew them all both Laity and Clergy, to be Men of different Cha- 
ratters frem what they were here repreſented, and that on the Contrary he had 
ood Reaſon, to ſuſpe& the Mmformant Abr. Gill to be a Cheat and Impoſtor : At 
rw the Court a little cooTl'd, and order'd only a Rule of Court for the Gentlemen 
to attend the firſt of Trinity Term, to ſhew Cauſe why an 1 ſhould not 
ru go out againſt them This Scandalous Information of Sil's however improbable 
and abſur'd in it ſelf immediately blew: up the Diſſenters into a Flame; and 
tis too Notorious how it became their Common Reproach againſt the Church 
in moſt of the Ceſſee-bonſes in London, before they knew any thing of the Merits 
of the Cauſe. At the Gy] reſcrib'd in the' od Court the Gentlemen appear d 
in Perſon depending on the Juſtice of their Cauſe, and hoping, as they fairly. 
1 tl L | + F 2 - Ch might - 
F | * : 
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apparent continued Lye through the Whole Thus the Gent 


ment go out againſt him if he did not. 


e 6360 ES ELM 7 
not only their own Innocence ſhould be clear'd; bug awe Villa: 


ous 4 
Brought to Condign Puniſhment for his many abomina 1 — inſt 
che N aws, both of God and Man, which they prov'd by undenable Evidence 


againſt him, at the very firſt hearing; bur neither Alr. Gill, nor any Evidence for 


him appear'd to make good the Information, which in Truth was bat one 
nen Were put 
one Motion after another, for want of Gili's nge from fiyſt ro the 
of that Term. Notwithſtanding his known Poverty, his Agents never wanted . 
Money to Fee Councel, more than was neceſſary to ſpeak, and invent what 
they pleas d, to excuſe their Clients Contempt of Court, and keep his ſean; a 
Cauſe till on Foot, till Gi and his Friends, m e ond-Pler of © , 
one kind or other, to 1 them ane w, and tire them out at laſt by the Ex- - 
pence and Perplexity of che Law. In the mean time no Menaces were ſpar'd. 


from all Corners of the Town, no, nor Sollicitations and Promiſes, as we have - 


been inform'd to ſome of them to recede from their own juſſ defence, and leave 
the reſt a 4 to The 1 of their T This at leaſt they 
ain'd by their delays, that a general Clamour was a time anduſtriouſly han- 
<d Rout and kept up againſt the Church; and at laſt, the @ſervetor imploy d, 
to publi ſi it to the Nation in two or three Scurrilous Papers, with moeſt heavy 


Complaints of Church Perſecution and. Cruelty, though we confeſs he has 


been far outdone. fince by his Brother, The Author of the Sherteſ Way, the other . 
Mercenary Pen of the Party. | the: 


Towards the end of 71inity Term, the Gentlemen impatient af :ſuph continual ' 
Expence and Trouble, mov'd by their Council, That it being in vein for pri- - 
vate Perſons to contend againſt a publick Purſe, unleſs ſome quicker diſpatch 
was made: They defir'd t N have a Rule to appear, or an Arteche - 

| pon this, a fende was made for higappear- - 
ance the laſt ay of the Term; in defect whereof, the irform 


rmation was to be diſ- 
charg'd, and the Informant lie under Contempt of Court: When this 


day came, 

fill no Gi appear in Perſon, but in his old Tricks of Knavery he append very | 
viſibly ; far he ſent an Affidavit * by one Richard Tokelove, and drawn up 

y Gill himſelf, in a large Sheet of Paper, full of prodigious Scandal and Scur- 
rility againſt Mr. James and his Curate, tho 1 ig to the preſent 
till the fan two or three Lines. where he makes Tukelede ſwear, That he au Gili 
were upon their Journey to London, in Obedience to the Rule of Court, ond about fix or 
ſeven Miles from Wellney, Abr. Gill was arrefted at the Suit of one John Smith, by | 
the contrivance and inſtiga tion of his Adverſaries, that Gill might- not appear, and they 
get the better of him. This Jook'd ridiculous at the very Arg ſight, — the Gen- 
tlemen who attended the Court all that Term, at ſo much Fatigue and Expence, 
and ſo often mov'd: that Gil! might appear, ſhould now be guilty of 1 pitiful 
improbable Contrivance to hinder it, by which they could gain nothing but a 
double Charge and Trouble, beſides the Diſgrace and Scandal. Upon chis Mr. 
James end Mr. Lateward, the laſt of which, they charg'd moſt Thad with 
this ſham Arreſt, tho“ he was then at London; immediately epd into Court 
and offer d to clear themſelves upon Oath ; but this would not ſatisfie the bs 
They mov'd to have the Cauſe defer'd till next Term, and ſo Gill and his 
Friends were allow'dall the long Vacanien, to corroborate their Plot, by as : 
more as they could invent ; and the Gentlemen were ſent home with a — 
Scandal upon their Reputation, with which their Adverſarys made now as much 
Noiſe and Clamour as they did with the firſt, tho” botk akke true. As ſoon as 
they were return'd into the Country, One John Betts the Bailiff, who in concert 
with Sill, had made. this Sham Arreſt, yoluntazily confeſs' 


the whole Truth; 
| That 


* 


* 


| (( 

That the Arreſt was all by their own Contrivance, for which he produc'd 

- as undoubted Vouchers, ſeveral, Letters under Gill's hand, and uitiex'd them to 
t hefollowing Aﬀidanis..: 3713 10 N 7 


* 


„ e 
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OHN-:BETT $S of Chatteris in the Ie of Ely. n County. of Cambridge, 
12 of the Belk of. the North: port f\ EMS, undred, wick he fas 65 ö 
aketh Qath, that the fixſt Letta began“ annex g, dared the firſt any of July, was left 
| for this, Deponent, at he ey of the Chequer i Chatteris, where this Dep receiv's 

the ſame-on the day of the date of it; And, that this Deponent, in purſuance of the Orders 
nam d in the ſaid Lutter, did. ge to Wellney the next day, being S Y, July che ſecend, 
to the Houſe of Thomas Bernard there, with à Blank e Warrant ;, and there rerei vd 
the other Letter berewnte alſe anna d, dated the ſaid —. day of July, and that in the 
Evening of the ſaid day, Abr. Gill came to the ſaid Bergard's te this onent, and with 


his omi hand deli ur Fa this Deponent another Letter alſe, hereunt annex. d, Sign'd John 


. 


Smith, and dated as of the third day of July; and then om the ſaid two Letters of the 
firft and ſecond. days of July, to be his, the ſaid Gill;own Hand-writing, as this Deponent ; 
verily believes that ſign d John Smith te ble; and this Deponent ſaith further, that he, 

the ſaid Gill; did then t he MOAT ene aforeſaid from thisDeponent and ji d ud the © 

ſamewith his ownHand; which ſaiaWarrant is alſo hereunto annex'd, and returu'd it back to : 
this Deponent, and told him, that he, the ſaid Gill, would call upon this Deponent early . 
in the Morning, ts let this Deponent know when he the ſaid Gill went onwards to London, - 
that this Deponent might. quertake and. Arreft . III, and. prevent his Journey ; which 

be wat very earneſt to bring to paſe, alledging, he was te he a Tryal as he call d it. at ? 

,  whith he was to attend in Perſon, and that he was 145 to be ſent away to Sea, and that be 
f 


| had no other way to prevent it, that he vun think but to get himſelf arreſted,” which 
would be a good Excuſe, as be hop'd, to put the Buſineſs by, or to that Efe; and this 
ſaith, that accordingly the ſaid Gill call d this Deponent up the next Morning eats - 
ly, an went out 4 little before him; but that this. Depenent, according to the Direfiogs 
given him by the ſaid GIII, overtook him before he gor to Mepall, ann Arreſted him upon 
the ſaid Warrant, in Company of one Ri Tokelove ; to the beſt of this Deponent's 
Remembrance: ; beſert whom, the ſum Gill ſeem'd mightily ſurprix d as his being Arreſted, . 
. and epd in his Journey. this Deponent ſaith, that he, with the ſaid Gill, and 
e, went on fogevher to Mepall, where an Affidavit was drawn up by the ſaid 
Gill,, for the ſaid Tokelove to ſwear to, of his, the ſaid Gill's being Arreſted: And this 
Deponent was deſir'd by the ſaid Gill, te acquaint the ſaid Tokelove, that he had 4 
Fr which. this Depenent | acocrdingly did: And 
menen he, the” ſaid Tokelove,. went from Mepall to Cambridge, with the [aid 
ern; and came back" again -abuut three' the ſame Afternoon, at the ſoid Gill 
— told this Deponent : But this Deponent left the ſaid Gill at large im a 
Clock the ſame Morning, . without taking. any Appearance or Bail from him. 
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36;/Bers Saturday July 1. Hog. 


RAT beat We ney, at Thomas Bernard's te morrow at night, e d Work 
Writ with you, vr I can fill up any old one, thi buſineſs will. e done with Eaſe a 
Ipees, only it muſt be done by ont or two a Clock in rhe Morning on None, ſo fail nor" tp 


e here to marrow at night. And if you oo your N you Hall. not fail we hi 


3 


If obs come be fo aud; Int 1 am with Service, feſt ia yam 
keep all private from uf A . e 

one but my ſelf, the Man that | me Humble Servant, ne ce 

. is ro be Arreſted, will mat m © © > han 

there without fail to morrow at | YT TH ABRA: G1 111. | 
1 855 goes away 5 ro Ws Ye GE Antag 
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A Copy of the third Letter EAR fon Smith of W 


but given Betts by 6 himſelf, ro. countenance the. falſe 
Arreſt. 2 C ah ba if Furs * 
| July 3. 1704- Downham. e 


R ar fail mot to Arreſt Mr. Gill at my Suit, 10 Merrow lung Abs to „eder 
his Journey te London, for Mr. James expects then the better lim, Jen can de- 
* him — appearing; if you E Mr. n will envy me, and it will do me « 


7 T3 LP * 
7 as 
| JOHN SMITH. 
A To Mr. Jobn Its, Theſe, © 
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A Cop of the forg d Warrant annex d alſo to Betis Affidavit. 

ie tnt 19:75; xl enn | 7 


Inſul. Elien.) T Homas Edwards, Jun. Ar. Bollius libertat. Epiſ. Elia. inf. 
in o 'Þ % (pred. in Com. pred. Johan. Betts, Thom Smith 
Com Cantab. ) Siem Firtule brevis Dim. Regine mibi direft. Vobis &. Ciult. wym. 
eee. ib. Maude qitad 6apiacit' ſeu unus Feftrum capiat Abrahamum 
% %% Mog ny Gill deWellney Fe. ume. ita quod habenm Corpus ejus coramTuſtic. 
abn. Reign. auplatita nfs. Inſul pred. tenend. ad prox'igeidal. Seſſion 
ae! Tk *plitor 'infa enndm luſul. tenend ad reſpende n 29 Smith, dep'lito 
Debt. Et hoc c. Dat Sub Sigillo Offieij mei Tertio die July Avend die 
Dom. Annæ nunc Reg. Ang. Tertio Annoq; Domini, 1764. 


nene ant 902g a tn £3807 

e this Warrant. 
| "A+ eſe Letters were of Gil's own Writing, as was publickby atteſted in Court, 

articularly by Sir Roger Jennings of Ely, who then appear'd in Court, and pro- 
quc' ſeveral Papers, which he depos'd upon Oath, he faw Gill Write in his Pre- 
ſence : He depos'd at the ſame time, that he was well acquainted with G/s 

and Writing, who was 4 Hackney Scribe for the Country People, and declared 
al. che Letters annex d te the Affidavit, to be of gills proper Writing, as far as 
any one could judge or Swear, in ſuch a Caſe; after this, the Court compar'd 
Six Roger 2 Papers with the aforeſaid Letters, and bot the one and the 
other with Gilf's. original Affidavits, acknowledg'd to be of his own proper hand 
' Writing ;. ind upon due Examination of theſe ſeveral Papers, they appear'd ſo 
2 alike. in every Letter, and the manner of Writing, that every one 
= Without the Jeaſt Heſitation, that they muſt be all wrote by the ſame 
Wpben nothing alle would de, Gill: Party caſt about all the ways they could, to 
8 the Credit of this Bett:; in which, they were ſo ſolicitous, that the 
güngel for the Defendants, told them openly in the Court, they could prove 
t hat ſome of Gill. Friends bad been ranſaking the Goals in London on the Sabbath- 
day, (becauſe it was a Work of Charity) o ſee if they could diſcover a Name like 
Bertie, in any of the Goal Books,. that right or wrong they might affix it upon this 
Man, and diſcredit his Evidence thereby, before he could have time to Vin- 
dicate himſelf, and difprove the Scandal : But Bore: depending 'on 'the Truth he 
had ſworn; was ſo little. diſcourag'd, that he offer'd himſelf in Court one day af- 
ten another, to make Sa farmer Afﬀedavir, and anſwer any Objection they 
ſhould make againſt him. An Hogiourable Gentleman of the Hoaſe of Commons, 
whoſe: Servant Betts had formerly been, being alſo ready to teſtify to his Reputa- 
yon, tho after all, the Evidence he gave in, was of it ſelf, fo demonſtrative, that 
the Credit of the Pe ſon Evidencing was nor ſo much concern'd ; for had Retrs 
been the greateſt Rogue in England, and as long us'd to the forging Trade, as Abr. 
Gill bmg he could not with any Tolerable ſhow of probability, have imposd 
upon the Court with the Letters and Warrants annex'd to his Affidavit. Every 
ohe of thoſe Papers carry ſuch a clear Conviction of the Truth, that all the Wit 
of Man cannot make it appear otherwiſe, or could have invented it, if it were 
not. This the Publiſhers of the Pamphlet 2 well knew, and tlierefore they 
put the Reader off with two or three flight Heads only of this matter, E 
oy Affidavit it ſelf; and alfo the plain Circumſtances of the Truth thereunto 

onging: | 


Notwith 


( 


4 » 


| 4 # 
"Notwithſtanding this Evidence was ſo 2 againſt Gil in the Court yet they 
canda], and to amuſe the Standers by; 


- would do what they could to remove the 


tho' by another Foxgery and Perjury as bad as the firlt : Therefore th 
mn f eneountri Bert Ri Adi dne from Jan S$n:it#h;- which. 2 


ſelf in every Eine, but we will not fait upon this poor Feſlo = he 

nied the whole matter to Mr. Latemard before ſeveral 22 bar 
ſtanding the Affidavit, and the. pretended Fetter forg'd. under his Name by: Abr. 
Sill, inſinuates him to haue been an acquaigtance.of Mr. Lateward”, ind te have 
had ſome conſiderable Dependence upon hi Intereſt, hich pblig d him upon his 
Requeſt = WE 2 Arreſt Gil, yer when he ſaw Mr. Lateward afterwards, he 
plainly 4ifcover'd that he did not ſo much as know-who he was; as the following 
n 


ET. 
Te 


| 
18 


: ” : I 


1, £5ABaELR 3) 
In Banco Regine. 


Norfolk, maker Qath,: That he this preſent day, at the Requeſt of Mr. 

Tard, did go wtih him, together with Mr. Thomas, Johnſon unte the Houſe of John 

Smith, I Downbam, au acquainting him with an Aſfidauit mage br. £4 Join Spirh, 
An, 0 

0 D | 


4 is pretended, abput Mr. Lateward's ſending a Meſſenger to prevail w 1 th 
Arreſt of Abr. Gill of Wellney, the id Smith war J be gibt an dcchint White 


J* HN Butler, Clerk, Rector of the Pariſh of ede Rada ers the rower of 
0 ate - 


he knew or had any Acguaintance with Mr. Late ward; Sith dia rhen deny he knew Al 
Lateward;and affirm's he had newer ſeen him to his Knowledge; but that aNore o Letter wa 
brought to hisGhild whois about Ten Tears ola, pretended tothe from Mr Litewarl;zo | 20 
Gill 70 le arreſten a7 his the ſaid dmith / Suit; but the ſaid Smith"; Wift betng un, 
the ſpid Gill jhoald he err led, burnt the ſaid, Note, #: ſÞt Jaid, and l both fem A hey. 
er either of them, had knowledge who mf be Meſſenger; and e the ſad Smith {4 
affirm he never gave any Order for Gill f Arreſt, or ever ſaw a Meſſenger} Put eh 
purpoſe,boing at the ſame tame in Marſhland, diſtant. ou Pope July at Miles; "and the fait 


7 
. 


teward, ſo to do : The Jytd 
Smith did deny that he ever Smare to ſuchEffet?, becauſe us he ſaid then he nb 12 70 | 
Onder about ſuch Arreſt. And this Deponent further faith, that he hath feat F Gif. 
hath been-a Sca oa eas bay on, of + on 


this He ent 
innig SIO] 


eſpecial Inſtance if which, this 


they play d 5p f 
nay 5; 


quaintance with Mr. Lateward, or ſo much as a know him; fo impreba- 


4 „ * p N - * 3 1 my py — 
F * ds Wh. - 
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"4 


made it, has plain Indications of Perjury, and wretched contradiftions to him 


- 


Gan)” 


2 25 leg, nit of theſe ahorefals 
| . ag hots + Holt, late of 


am, is n —— NAT 
— wonde the 


This they e 
o the aber they prefix the Name of Themes Wiliſon, of Downbam, 
33. Of their Bek; bar che following Affidavit will give 


Daring. 
on ta ſee r 8 


| Reader th the Diy 
Were. 
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10 Banco Reg ine 

| Obert Say, R rhe County of Nobolk, Gent. n 
Winter, of the ſame Nun and C Gent. male Oath, That they theſe: Deponents 
6 are, and pee the ſpace of. one year laſt — 7 have been „ of the Pariſb of 
| nham aforeſaid, and are well acquainted with the ſaid pariſb = the Inhabit ants there- 
. of, aig have been ſo far Several Nears laſt paſt. . And theſe Deponentsſay, that during 7 the 

time they have been acquainted with the ſaid Parifh,they never heard 2 r 

the ſaid Pariſh, call George Holt, 2 or of an r 


knew any Perſ, oni 
other Addition or Profeſſion, except only, 
* #hat they know one going 75 the Name of George Holt, dd about October or November 
lat, lodge at the Houſe of John 7 in Downham aforeſaid; which Holt went about as 
. a ftrelling Beggar, with a Wife and four Children, upon pret ence of being plunder'd by A Pri- 
vater, and as ſuch de 2 Charit 5: and theſs Depenents farther ſay, that. during all the 
rime they have known the ſaid Pariſb, they ntver heard er knew any Perſon, call'd —— 
Willſon Gent. or of any Addition or — except only, ane Perſon that goes by the Name 
ff N * who has wrought in the Town for, AN Jug Tear laft paſt, as a Joure 

or. | : ul 3 L 4.37 FC 
4 Sor a: Downham, June 4. 1795. %% „ Robert Say... - 
. Lovel, Cc. 4 . 124 & uli, «Mord. Wi ; 


Tun Wege Men molt fhumefally impas'd, fri e Court, and afterwards 
upon the World, with their true Knaves, and h Gentlemen, All their 
upon the, Were "continually ſtyl'd Gentlemen o M, tho all of hem. a: Pack 
af moſt, illiterate mean: Mretehes, and,many of them the moſt ſcandalous, that 
- the whole Nation could have produc d: Which yet were oppos' d in 1 

ivalent to the 9 of ſo Gentlemen of the very be 
Faſhian and Credit in chan RAT nau, and. þ like to havr been prefen:d 


before chem 
Nov dern u Nandtg this $ Rp weſt was; fo plainly. rov'd upon G and 
his Friends; and cho he already lay under Conremp urt, for not a phone 
- ipg acconding to the Rule laſt Term ; yer they ſtill had the Conhdence to m 
. — Experiment of the Indulgence. of of the; Co Court. [And-norwithſtanding ſe- 
_veral Rales more were made for his e this Michselmas Term, Gill did 
x. Bay YET, ſhow his. Face a i the Ae s Bench. - His Council alledg'd for Excuſe, that. — 
rate ly fi the Country: being reduce d, as Joy ſaid, to a very 
wake Condition, by the Nufge of his Nie FTbe Gentlemen who were forc d 
dance Attendance all this time, ſent into the Country to examine the Truth of 
„this pretended Sickneſs, and provd by e a os ſitions, that he was ri - 
= UP 4 and down the * * 5 or ſeven Miles rf ance from his own Habi- 
Fey very-time when they pretended he lay ſo deſperately n; and one 
22 wore, That de may more ly 4 te the live, f 
when all other Excoſes, Tricks a Evaſions fail'd, \by the Pncourdges ; 
his Friends aboye, who, by time 3 had now gaind wk ; 
"mo to n che Truch with Wh Lies and Falffications ;- the long expected 
Ar. Gill Gill appen his Preſence gave the Court a conſiderable diverſion for > 
. foms rim + or he ac hre was of bold, xaddy,. and: undaunced Coun» 


bo FTENANCE, 


90; f 


; 


C469 of 


Indie and Figure of m old: decrepid,' mertiſſed Teacher; kbit the Gentlethen, - 


1 


ſo dextrous was he dt Impoſture, ſo fam hy Nature for # Counterfeit, tha 
Mad brake out of Derby Gaol, or any' Gao! elſe in Frgland, no one could have 
Sw orn him to be the fame Man, ſuch different Shapes could he put on. After 
ſome pleaſant (but true) Reflexions had paſs d upon his fictitious Countenance, 
both trom the Bench and the Bar, his own Council not being able to forbear 
him; The Defendants, by a Clotd of Witneſſes of the beſt Credit in the.w 


-who had often ſeen him in the Country, could tearce know him again in te 9 
r 


Country, prov'd him to be a moſt le wd, inffmous Vagabond, guilty ofen | 
— io his Life, à publick Diſtutber of the Peace, à comtiofli Coutttes- 
Feit, # nototious Forger of Biſhop's Hands and Seals, producing the very Forge- 

'xies themſelves in Court; and when he was detected of this, and excommuhi- 
cared from the Church, all other Trades failing him, he fet up, at laſt in obſcure 
legal Conventicle ; for which, within two or three Weeks, they cziPd him to 
Account, found him unqualified, in every Capacity, for a Tracher, and the Mretin 

it ſelf, even in the Letter of the Lax, to be little better than à Riot: Upon ali 


which, they committed him to Gaol for want of 'Sureties for his good Pee | 


from whence, in ſome time after, having no hopes of his Amendment; who ta 
fo often offended, nor of any ſecurity to the Country in his behalf for the time. 


to come, they at laſt impreſs'd him into the wr uv BEET | -y 4 
a wie retch ſhou give | 
e 


dine of Perſons or Parties; not thinking it fit ſuc 
ſo great a Scandal] to the Chriſtian Faith, by ſetting up for a Preacher in any 
ligion ;..or ever dreaming that à Fellow of ſuch * cous Immoralities, © and ap- 
arently of no Religion, ſhould be ound or eſpous'd as a Diffenting Miniſter, even 
K. worfſt'of Diſſenter- themſelves. Therefore my pleaded," rhat-fince he was a 
publick Diſgrace and. Nuiſance to the Country, and a great Paxifh-charge ta a 
or Hamlet, botli by himſelf and His Family (as + > oh by the Aﬀdavirs* of 
we 2 receiving a conſiderable Weekly Collection, even then when they 
pretended he had a- Congregation of ſeveral Hundreds of People, conſiſting of 
ntlemen and Subſtantial Frecholdets; a moſt abominable FaHhood : fince it 1 


and robbing the Chappel Revenues; made him ſuch a Settlement. 
never any vifible honeſt means of maintaining his Family, no lawful Calling fo 
himſelf, except common Counterfeit and Forgery were one. That as fort kis holds 
ing forth to a Rabble ef People for two: or three. times, they could not think he- 
could be accounted thereby aD:;ſenting Teacher, who, beſides that he was ſtill an Ex- 
communicated Perſon-in the Church; as was directly prov'd, he never once offer d;* 
either before the Juſtices, or the Court of Queen, Bench, to prove himſelf duly 
qualified, &cording to th | 

he prerended. Therefore they could not conceive, that ſuch an ynlawfuFA8ion; 
in every Circumſtance of it, could be any Legal Exemprion from the Aft of Par- 
liament, or that the Commiſſion of one Crime would Tcreen a' Man from the 
Penalty that was due to another. For then a Man might proceed with pei | 
Impunity from one Crime to another in 8 Wickedneſs, and the more he 
was guilty, the leſs he was puniſhable: 

be intended to give any Shelter or Protection to 'ſucknotorions Offenders a 


caſbire, and had never any Legal Sertlement in the Iſſe of Ely, except Rn 
for 


the Laws. of the Government, of which this Abr. Gil was certainly 6 157 4 
greateſt that ever liv'd in . 2 ＋ 
men, before he fer up his ille 


P 


That if he had been liable to rhe preſs” 
Conventicle, which no one would have ſcru- 


led, he could not become leſs liable to it now, o 
increas d; and that to put ſuch a Conſtrudtion upon 


Act ef Toleratien, as to ima 
WA: 


- 


e Law in that Caſe provided; to be fuch'a Teacher as: 


hat the Act of Toleration could never 


becauſe his Offences were 


V 17. 5 1 4 * 4 
"01 it an exem 1 Rh, in any kind, ' 'to fuch an enormous Villain, be auſe at 
5 181 0 an | | ; | e 4 


b | ongregation, . which, in Truth, was therefore only a 
orous Meeting and no Congregation. of Religious Worlbip in any Senſe. This 
were to fix an Infamy on the whole Body of Difſenters, and to caſt tos great an 
Odium on that A, which was only 5 N for the Eaſe of tender Conſciences, 
. and not for the Encouragement of the higheſt Iniquities. Beſides that, rhis was 
not the real caſe in diſpute ; for he was nor lifted into the Army from his pretended 
Congregation, bur from the Gaolat W7rbcech,to which he had been committed upon 
great Mifdemeanors, and where he had lain ſome time, for want of Sureties for his 
ood Behav our ; nor was he liſted by. thoſe ices who firſt commirted him, 
ut by thoſe who lived in another part of the Country, and came thithex only to 
the General Seſſions, and were acknowledg'd, even by the Diſſenters themſelves 
in that Country, to bz Men of known Moderation and Equity ; which ſhow'd 
there was no {uch Party-Prejudice, Combination and Malice, as their Adverſa- 
4 I riegeprerended. _ , | 
That as for his Pretence of being a Burgeſs in Wigan, or a Freeholder in Lanca- 
foire, for the Validity of the firſt, they left it to the Judgment of the Court; and 
zs fbr the ſecond, he could never make it out in the leaſt ; nor were the Juſtices 
© oblig'd ro have taken his Word for theſe Exemptions at ſo great a diſtance, as was 
already over-rul'd by the Court. That ſome of hisEvidences had indeed ſworn that he 
wasaFreeholder in Wel.ney, and had Land there; but that thiswas only equivocating 
Perjury, he himſelf acknowledging that he had no Freehold in Welincy, but by 
Virtue of his being a counterfeit Curate there, and occupying ſome Lands left for 
the uſe of rhe Chapel, in the Hand of Truſtees ; tho' upon Fiis Preſumption, he 
had perjur'd himie}f at Cambridge no leſs than twice, by his own confeſſion in open 
Court; for which he had had a juſt Reprimand from the Bench. | 
As tor the Objeftion, That the Juſtices firſt deprived him of his Livelihood, 
and then unjuſtly liſted him for want of it; This was altogether „ e as has 
already ſufficiently appear'd : The Juſtices could not take away what he never had, 
dno one could prove, that he had ever anyhoneſt Lawful Maintenance fince he 
e into the Iſle of Ely; and it could not be expected, that the Magiſtrate ſhould 
indulge and countenance him in one, that, was in every Reſpe& otherwiſe. That 
e was firſt turn'd out of the Chapel of Wellney, and food till excommunicated 
for Forgery, Counterfeit and Adultery, could not, we hope, be conſtrued à de- 
riving him of a Lawful Maintenance: That the Pariſh ſubſiſted both him and his 
Family afrerwards, by a conſiderable weekly Collection, whilſt the Fellow him- 
felf lived an Idle Vagrant Life, when able to work, and his Birth and Educa- 
tion was no ways above it; how 5 ſoe ver this was, it was certain 
ly no honeft Livelihood. The Conventicle of two or three Sundays, be at Jaſt 
K pretended to have, if ever he could be ſaid to have any, was not only highly ille- 
al, and a Scandal and Diſgrace to Religion and Morality in general; bur the few 
Diſ-iples, or rather Companioas in Iniquity, that herded with him, were ſo far 
from maintaining a Teacher, or eaſing WeUney of the Weekly Collection G/l's 
Family even then received, that they were much more ready to come to the Pa- 
riſn themſelves: and this pretended Meeting might, in a ſhort time, have proved 
x much greater Charge to the Pariſh, if ſuch a Seminary of Jdleneſs and Lewdneſs 
' had been countenanc'd, or Tuffer'd, to continue amongſt chem. Nor was there 
ay more weight in whar ſome orhers alledg'd, That he might have been call'd to 
account, and dealt with in another way: Tf this was juſt and lawful, that was 
ſufficient, and certainly this was the way moſt for the Eafe of the Magiſtrate, and 
Good of the Country, and withal, moſt kind and charitable to the Offender h m- 
ſelf; ſince it was undoubtedly more kind, more for the benefit both of him and the 
Publick, to ſend him into the Army, than to let a poor Beggarly Fellow, Ie rot- 
1 PEN n 88. ting 
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ina Gaol'aff his Life 
been taken with him; for t 
tived amongſt, would be hound for His goot Behaviour, elſe he had not gone to 
Gal; ſo fit was a Man of his Credit and'Morals to be eſpouſed as LEON Fi 


zue! vi } 841 
or one Perfon, M all th 


Have been difficult to 


the Gentlemen's ſide, as they 


| retend; but this is accor 
Afarance in tranſlating Scan 


al from themſelves to others; for we confeſs moſt 
of che Judges did expreſs ſomething like this, but it was directed to Ar. Gil, to 
no one elſe; and one of the Judges, of known Integrity, did 
that he thought there was a Chain of dark Iniquity in it; but he directed his 

h to Gil, and. ſald alfo, that the ſame G: was enough to corrupt a whole 
the beſt Reaſon could ever be given a 
made his Hair ſtand on end to think of the 
Wickedneſs rhis Egregious Impoſtor had been 
n; with ſeveral other juſt Reflexions to t 
ends and Patrons can ver 


Thus ended that 1o 


have- the 


Man, dne in whom they challenge us, 
Behaviour, which (ſay they) humane Fr 
not underſtand: how far they will extend this humane Frailty, perhaps th 
make it reach to Fornication, Adultery, Forgery, Perjury, Robbery, 8. 
of.-Felony, Murder, and ſuch other Small Miſdemeanors of their For 
firmities; bur if they will allow any, ar all theſe together, to have either t 8 -: 
Subſtance or Shadow of a C 
Challenge in every ReſpeR&. 
Now Jet the 


if 


Teacher. Nor could the Magiſtrite of the Country be thought tot awe. 
fuch Civility, as to deliberate what merhod, or manner of Puniſhment might be 
moſt ſuitable to his Perſon and Quality ; nor was, it worth their while, or in- 
deed, was it their Bufinefs, to begin an Expenſive- F I Proſecttion, againſt - 
a Piriful Prophane Vagranr, whoſe Crimes were ſo: 


Method Kit 
had ſolong. - 


Rim an 


erous, that it would: 


s, the Court diſchar 
Declarations, inf 


d th 


N ave known where to have begun firſt; when they were 
eady legally furniſh'd with a much more compendious way of ridding them- 
ſebwes, and the Country, at once, of a perpetual publick Nujfance. | 
Upon the whole Evidenee on both fide 
in moſt Pathetical Expreſſions, and warm 
lanies of the Informant ham Gill, . 
They rell us, indeed, p. 3. of their 
calbd it the decpeſt Track of Villany that 


| the Information 
the Vices and Vil- | 


Book; Thos all the Judges of thi Qusen's-Bench, 


ever came before th 


not on Gs, but on 


di 


at Jength, 


drawn of their Inno 
Teacher in the Ie of Ely; for whoſe Sake ſuch incredible Noiſe has 
„and ſo many dirty Aſperſions, black Calumnies 
where thrown upon the Church. This 1s 1 
| | | onfidence to tell her. Majeſty in their Dedica- 
tion, that his Principal viſible Crime, was only ſerving God accord ng to his Conſcience, 
ant teaching the ſame to others. Do they not give her Majeſty wonderful Encou-. - 
ragement to Indulge fuck Conſciences! This, I ſay, is their poor Innoaent Injur'd 
C. to produce one Shadow of a Crime in all is © 
excepted, appea s wholly blameleſs, We can- 


ng to their accuſtomd 
publickly declare, 


ainſt his Impreſment) and that it 
old Prophaneneſs, and monſtrous 
Ity of, under pretence of Reli- 
| urpoſe, as many of Gs 
y well reſtify, if once they could be brought-ro ſpeak -- 


ng expenſive Clamorous Cauſe;: which. would have 
s till this time, if G and his Adherents had had their Will; and 
'atience, and Indulgence of the Court, had not been, 
out and exhauſted, by their continual Tricks and Evaſions. 

This is the Charatter we have fairhfully 
the Dif{enting 
been raiſed” by the P 
furious Cenſures, 
Man, of whom th 


dafled + 
quite che 2 
ce nt Alr. Gill, 


; ang, - 


15 the 


may 
cion 


Jumane 
rime, us think we have fuſbcientiy anfwer'd their 


Now orld judge, what wonderful Occaſioſ we have given theſe Men, 
to fly out into ſuch furious Paſſion and fearful Complaints againſt us, as if we 
were all under a Combination o hang, baniſt and deſtroy (as they expreſs it) the whole 
Body of the Diſſenters; becauſe we had” ſent into the Army ſuch a 1 idle 
| ' ages, -- 


* 
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Vagghond, that enkp chalet; Ag. Procetion of his be. 
Reaſon had they to tell thefWorld;- in the Introduction 


t 
this was a Crime fo ab berve A Mankind; a Story ſo Hag in 
Pig are of Hell, and aggravezed winh ſuch inhumant Givd 
muſt bluſbyor their Nati us Commery; to think'ſuch unheard 
it. And inthe next at if they were in Love with theirown Ribaldry, they run 
it over again in another Riot of Extravagant Wards; ro-invule t Reader, and 
delude the umme 1 Hlelliſp Aſocfamam nd as driep as Hell, = And in this 

207 


* 


marmer they run a. perpetual ue upon ug} as if thay were every where pre- 

uring the Reader for an 2 or erden de ; na morhing: wit 

rve them, but they muſt e e the Preſſing of this abandoned Wretch, to the 
Fire and Faggot of Popiſh Perſeeut on; and bid us rummage Fox's Hiſtory, and tell 
them, where we can match the Uſage this Man has met with ; and let them know' where ever 
Biſbop iner, or Bloody Bonner atied lie un. After this, they fall foul upon the 
Arey with anorher of Ribaldry, too Scurrilous for any Man of c jm 
Modeſty to repeat after them. And; indeed, we have trac'd thew in theſe few 
Lines, only te how what Ridiculous Complaints, what monſtrous Falſhoods they 
impoſe upon the World, wich the furious Cry of Churt h- Perſocut im aud Cruel. 

j we allow all this to be a Sign of their Honouring the Church of England; and 

their coveting to live in Peace; Cm and Chari: y with her, as they ſolemaly pretend 


in the fame Pimphlet? Muſt we compliment them for their extraordinary Civi- i 
lity and good: Manners; Reſpe& 83 their Sovereign, hen they id inſo. 


lently addreſs her Majeſty, (in a Caſe ſo Scandalous) claim Her Protection, and 
demand Her Juſtice for Injuries done them; and. yet, at the ſame time, tell Her, 
that [Abr. Gill might to this Day haue kept his two Women, and his Care of Souls together, 
as too many of the Clergy have done before him, and are ſtill like to do after him, for any 
great Care they ſee taken to prevent it, if he had ſtill continued to read the Common-Prayer. 
And that they forbe ar 10 bh upon this Unhappy Truth; and, of the many known Inſtances 
of an Immoral Clergy, will repeat none, but nah cover the Infirmities of their Guides, that 
the Obligation, if poſſible, may move them bath .t , and to hide theſe of their Neighs + 
bours, p. 57.] We thank them for their i vilities, without lccepting their 
Kindneſs, or entring into any Covenant wir chem for a mutual concealment of 
Faults. Let them ſpeak the Truth, and difeover what they can We ſhall never 
be their Enemies for it, nor ever protect or eſpouſe thoſe Who have been guilty. .- 
of any ſuch groſs Immoralities as their Ar. Gill; but. we cannot own ouslelves - 
much oblig'd to them for the Honour of calling the Miniſters of the Church them 
Guides, uggels they take better ways than they do. We hope none of the ' Clergy 
have the Misfortune to be their Directors, or they theirs, as they here behave 
themſelves: Or, if they acknowledge the Clergy for their Guides, they ſhould have 
more Regard; both to their own Reputation, and that of their Guides, than to re- 
preſent them to the World for a ſett of moſt notorious Wicked Debauchees, as - 
they have done more than once in this Page; and tell us, at laſt, with a ſtrange 
Conſummare Piece of Impudence, [That if every Clergyman muſt be liſted that would © 
be drunk; if Swearing au Oath will pull a Man's Band off, and ſend him mto the Army; _. 
if. every Clergyman that keepr a Woman more than he ſhould do, muſt go into the Army; Lord, 

ve Mercy, and 4à Croſs, ought to be ſet upon the Doors of a great many Church=Fenc- 
ments, and we need not have ſo many ſeyere Ads of e - wa for Raiſing Recruits. }, 

If to Dedicate ſuch Invectives as theſe, ip ſuch an inſolent Style and Language; 
if to Addreſs themſelves in this manner to that Queen, who is ſo unhappy to be 
the Head, and Member of a Church thus vilified ; who is ſo unfortunate to make 
choice of her Spiritual Directors, Chaplains and Biſhops, out of a Clergy ſo Scanda-. - 
lous, a whole Army of Drunkards, Swearers and Whoremongers, if you will be- 

lieve-the Modeſty of theſe Men; who after they have told us all this, Tron: 855 
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